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9.0 PLAMVING CONTROLS 

9.1 Purpose: 
P 

To reduce wherever practical the risk of flooding in the Wharearna 
Floodplain. 

To ensure as far as possible that existing development in the 
floodplain is protected from inundation. 

To restrict further subdivision and development within the area of 
the floodplain. 

To institute suitable controls to reduce the risk of the hazard. 

9.2 Subdivision: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any zone, no further residential 
subdivision will be permitted within the floodplain except for - 
* an adjustment of boundaries of existing lots provided the 

number of lots is not increased 

* reserves, public works and conservation purposes 

It was considered that subdivisions other than residential 
subdivisions should be considered as a controlled activity. 

9.3 Building and Activities: 

Consent is required to construct a building or carry out any 
activities with the exception of - 
* activities undertaken by an authorised body to regulate the 

flow of water in a watercourse, regulate flooding or construct 
or redirect a watercourse 

* the authorised topping or destruction of trees or the removal 
of dead, dangerous or diseased trees 

* grazing, growing and harvesting of pastures and crops 

The following uses shall be discretionary activities - 

* non-residential buildings 

* alterations and additions to an existing dwelling house 
provided that - . . 



* no building or part of a building shall extend onto any part of 
a stopbank 

The following shall be prohibited activities - 

* residential development 

FLOODWARNING SYSTEMS 

10.1 Purpose: 

To provide background information on the existing system' and 
indicate what could be provided in the Whareama Catchment. 

10.2 Background Information: 

The floodwarning service is intended to give riverside farmers a 
general advanced warning of anticipated flood heights and times in 
various reaches of the rivers. As each riverside farm is individually 
different in its flooding characteristics, general warnings for each 
reach of the river are given for the information of each farmer who 
then takes whatever action is considered appropriate. 

The full floodwarning senrice by telephone requires a considerable 
number of calls to be made from the Masterton office, with over 
200 calls being made by distributors, who in turn advise groups of 
neighbouring farmers. 

Regardless of the service, the Council expects individuals to always 
react to weather forecasts and to their current weather situation. 
The floodwarning system is not infallible. Potential problems in 
issuing floodwarnings include - equipment and power failure during 
storm events and the dismption of telephone lines. 

The floodwarning service is advisory only and no responsibilities are 
accepted by the Council for flood losses. 

10.3 Existing Floodwarning System - Eastern Catchment: 

(a) Rainfall Sites: 

Currently, the Council has one automatic rainfall gauge 
located at Castlehill. This was established in January 1991. 
The Meteorological Service have automatic weather stations 
at Ngawi and Castlepoint. The Council does not have direct 
access to the Met Office, but up-to-date information from 
these sites can be obtained at any time by telephone 
Wellington. . . 
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