
5.11.5  Flood mapping hazard categories   
 
Marlborough District Council (Brin Williman). This document is an edited  excerpt from an internal memo that sets summarises 
flood hazard mapping into various  categories for use in advising the public seeking LIMS regarding specific properties. Date 
April 2010.  

Rivers Section Standard Flood Hazard Statements for LIMS  (Version 
23/04/10) 

• Level 1 Flood Hazard 
This property contains land that has been assessed to suffer flooding of shallow/low velocity water 
in a 50 year return period flood event. Habitable buildings are likely to be acceptable if not built in 
hollows, and having a minimum floor level 450 mm above the ground as measured at the highest 
point of the building footprint.  
Professional advice should be sought regarding the use of septic tanks. 

• Level 2 Flood Hazard 
This property contains land that has been assessed to suffer flooding of moderate depth/velocity 
water in a 50 year return period flood event; or that the degree of flood hazard is not well known, 
or cannot easily be expressed relative to ground level.   
Professional advice, or further advice from Council should be sought regarding minimum floor 
levels, use of septic tanks and/or other mitigating action to apply for Council building consent in 
this area; and Council may even refuse building consent, or impose constraints under section 71-74 
of the Building Act on this land. 

• Level 3 Flood Hazard 
This property contains land that has been assessed to suffer flooding of deep fast flowing water in a 
50 year return period flood event. Such flood waters can damage buildings, grape trellis, fences etc.  
Council is likely to refuse building consent for habitable buildings, or impose constraints under 
section 71-74 of the Building Act on this land. Subdivision for quite intensive viticulture, 
horticulture etc may also not be acceptable under section 106 (material damage) of the RMA.  

• Picton Flood  areas  
It appears this property suffered inundation in the February 2004 or the July 2008 storm event.  
Depth and duration of the floodwaters is unknown.  
Any inundation hazard to the property is related to the effectiveness of river control works on the 
Waitohi River and Kent Street tributary, as well as the local stormwater systems in the area. 
Following the large February 2004 storm and July 2008 events Council is undertaking a review of 
the flood standard for the area and flood mitigation works. A cautious approach to building and 
development is required, and minimum floor levels will be required. Further advice from Council 
should be sought. 

• Riverlands Industrial Estate 
This property is within the Riverlands Industrial Estate where flooding of shallow/low velocity 
water in a 50 year return period flood event is assessed to occur. The degree of flooding has been 
reduced by Council’s stormwater pipe network, Riverlands Industrial Drain and pumping station. 
Nevertheless buildings will require having a minimum floor level.  Further information is available 
on this from Council. 

• Floodway land  
This property contains floodway land that is designated as required for river control purposes in the 
Proposed Wairau/Awatere or Sounds Resource Management Plan. The land has substantial flood 
hazard.  Resource consent and written approval of Council’s Rivers and Drainage Engineer is 
required for other activities.  Buildings, structures and activities that could affect the flood path or 
otherwise affect the flood hazard are not permitted. 


