
Ebdentown, Wallaceville and Elderslea. The 

level of awareness may not always mirror the 

actual risks. Those who are most aware of the 

risks, seem to think of flooding as something 

that may occur at some stage in the future, 

rather than as a risk they face on a daily basis. 

In terms of security, distance from and 

height above the river combine to create the 

greatest sense of security. Stopbanks are seen to 

be the most effective mechanism to reduce 

flood risks. 

Generally, those surveyed had not planned 

for flooding of the urban areas, nor had they 

taken precautionary measures. This was despite 

the fact that 10% of respondents had 

experienced flooding of some sort in the past, 

although not necessarily in the Hutt Valley. 

However, people did indicate a wish to know 

more about the risks and what to do in an 

emergency. Some people have made changes to 

their properties to deal with stormwater 

flooding, but not with that resulting from 

breaching of the flood defences. 

People would like to know more about the 

floodplain management planning process; 

about various technical aspects of flood 

prediction and risk reduction, emergency 

actions and procedures, and the results of 

surveys and consultation activities. 

Lessons to be Learned for the Conszlltative 

Framelvorh 

The respondents to the household survey 

expressed a strong desire to remain involved in 

the ongoing processes of consultation. 

The value of public consultation comes 

from exploring issues, not in requiring people 

to suggest solutions. I t  is clear that the first 

stage of the consultation process could have 

presented more issues or technical information 

in a way that would have extended the 

understanding of flood risks for the public to 

debate. Living with the River is intended to 

address both these needs. I t  will be the focus 

for workshops and public meetings in future 

stages of consultation. 

The survey identified that local media play 

an important part in getting information out to 

people, and alerting them to local issues. Media 

support will continue to be a valuable 

component of future stages of consultation. 

The key objective for ongoing consultation 

must be to involve and inform the public so 

that the community regards the floodplain 

management plan as theirs, rather than 

something imposed from outside. 

The principal contact for queries regarding 

ongoing consultation is the Manager, Rivers 

Department, Wellington Regional Council, 

phone 3845708. 

for Floodplain Management Planning 

* 
Partnership with Ilvi 

Te Tiitohirzga 0 Te Whakaaetavtga (Charter of Understanding) is a consultative agreement 

between the Regional Council and iwi in the Wellington Region. Iwi have the opportunity to be 

involved in management planning and decision-making, particularly for activities which could 

impact on waahi tapu (areas of significance) or lead to changes in the current uses of the river. 

Tangata whenua of the floodplain is Te Atiawa. 

The Re&oaal Coz~ncil~~~ill  irizplement the provisiorzs of Te TzZtohinga 0 Te Whakaaetarzga to 

enszrre effective conszrltatiorz with ilvi dzrring the completion of thefloodplain managementplarz. 

Maori forrrz a significant proportion of thefloodplain community and rwz~st also be represented as 

directly affected residents. 

Raising Public Awarerzess 

Floodplain residents are generally unaware of the risks of flooding resulting fiom breaches of 

the Hutt River flood defences and are unprepared for that eventuality. Residents question the 

amount of money spent on river management works, compared to environmental enhancements, 

as there is great faith in the stopbank system. There is not a clear understanding of the role of the 

Regional Council and other agencies in flood risk management. The public suspects that there is a 

lack of co-operation between agencies. 

The Reg-ional Cozwcil mz~st establish a programme to raise the profile of the lvork beirg done t o  

Ppzanage the floodplairz. Livirtg with the River lvill be widely dirtribztted as the first step of this 

strategy. 

Participatiorz of Stakeholders 

Residents want to be involved in the floodplain management planning decision-making 

process, and kept informed of developments. 

There is a need for a corapreherzsive strategy for stakeholdefl'partic@ntio~z, szrpported by an 

illforrtzation strategy t o  enszwe all stabeholders are kept z ~ p  to date n~ithoztt being over~vhelmed with 

zmrtecessnry irfortnation. A n  'operz door'policy needs t o  be adopted so that stakeholders have access t o  

the i~zfor?ltation they reguire to; 

assess the extent of darnages that ~vill constitnte a major risk, and theirprefevences for risk-takirg, 

consider an acceptable balance of expendin~re on asset protection and environmental enhancernelzt, 

arzd 

establish their level of szrpport for a corr>prehensive programnze of risk pnanagerizent. 



Public consultation is an important process 

in any project undertaken by a local or regional 

authority. The views and concerns of ratepayers 

must be identified and incorporated into the 

decision-making process. 

The programme of public consultation 

may not accurately represent community 

preferences unless it is designed to address 

issues of common concern. 

Consultation was undertaken during the 

first stage of the floodplain management plan 

to enable the Council to identify key issues and 

concerns. Future stages of consultation will be 

designed to take into account the issues 

discussed in this cl~apter. 

Hoz&sehold and Business Szbrveys 

A postal survey was considered to be the 

most efficient way of collecting a large amount 

of information from a wide range of l~ouseholds 

during the first phase of consultation. The 

survey, along with discussions with other 

businesses and institutions, was used to identify 

key issues. The exhibit on page 48 details the 

survey processes used. 

Regular press releases at the time of the 

survey served to raise awareness of flood risks, 

the survey and the Floodplain Management 

Plan. 

The survey and interviews identified the 

following key issues to be addressed by the 

floodplain managemcut planning process. 

Maori Issues 

The history of Maori occupation of the 

floodplain is long and somewhat complicated in 

that it involves tribes from many areas. 

As a general overviewv Ngai Tara and 

Rangitane tribes, whose chiefs were the 

brothers Tara and Tautolu, were the first 

permanent occupiers of the area. Ngati Mamoe 

from the East Coast also settled in the valle), 

during this time. Ngati Ira, also fsom the East 

Coast, moved down and intern~arried, staying 

here for 8 or 9 generations. Te Atiawva, along 

with other northern and Taranaki tribes, 

including Nga Puhi, Ngati Whatua and Ngati 

Toa, drove Ngati Ira out after a raid in 1819. 

Te Atiawva have maintained the tangata 

whenua role since 1832 when the major 

migration of the iwi occurred. As kaitiaki 

(caretaliers) of Te Awa Icairangi (the Hutt River 

also lcnowu as Hcretaunga) Maori have a 

responsibility to look after the resource for 

future generations. The river itself is tapu 

because it is a place where there wcrc settle- 

ments, gardens, waahi tapu, urupa (burial 

grounds) and other significant cultural sites. I t  is 

important that these sites are identified before 

any major modifications to the river take place. 

Little of the Maori heritage is now visible, 

and what remains is extremely valuable. Care 

needs to be taken to ensure that historic 

settlements, gardens, old urupa and battle sites 

are managed as archaeological sites and are not 
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