
Public consultation is an important process Mnori Issues ,- 

in any project undertaken by a local or regional The history o f  Maori occupation o f  the 

autllorit~. The views and concerlls of ratepayers floodplain is long and son~ewhat complicated in 

must be identified and incorporated into the that it involves tribes from many areas. 

decision-making process. As a general overviewv, Ngai Tara and I 
The programme o f  public consultation 

may not accurately represent community 

preferences unless it is designed to address 

issues o f  common concern. 

Consultation was undertaken during the 

first stage o f  the floodplain management plan 

to enable the Council to identify ley issues and 

concerns. Future stages o f  consultation will be 

designed to take into account the issues 

discussed in this chapter. 

Hozjsehold nnd Business S~ltvveys 

A postal survey was considered to  be the 

most efficient way o f  collecting a large amount 

o f  infor~nation from a wide range o f  households 

during the first phase o f  consultation. The 

survey, along with discussions with other 

businesses and institutions, was used to  identify 

key issues. The exhibit on page 48 details the 

survey processes used. 

Regular press releases a t  the time o f  the 

survey served to  raise awareness o f  flood risks, 

Rangita~le tribes, whose chiefs were the 

brothers Tara and Tautoki, \Irere the first 

permanent occupiers o f  the area. Ngati Mamoe 

from the East Coast also settled in the valley 

during this time. Ngati Ira,  also from the East 

Coast, moved dowvn and intermarried, staying 

here for 8 or 9 generations. Te Atiawa, along 

with other northern and Taranaki tribes, 

including Nga Puhi, Ngati Whatua and Ngati 

Toa, drove Ngati Ira out after a raid in 1819. 

Te Atiaxva have maintained the tangata 

whenua role since 1832 when the major 

migration o f  the iwi occurred. As kaitialu 

(caretakers) o f  Te Awa IZairangi (the Hutt River 

also lcnown as Hcrctaunga) Maori have a 

responsibility to look after the resource for 

future generations. The river itself is tapu 

because it is a place where there were settle- 

ments, gardens, waahi tapu, urupa (burial 

grounds) and other significant cultural sites. It is 

important that these sitcs are identified before 

any major modifications to the river take place. 
the survey and the Floodplain Management Little o f  the Maori heritage is now visible, 
Plan. and what remains is extremely valuable. Care 

The survey and interviews identified the needs to be taken to ensure that historic 

following key issues to  be addressed by the settlements, gardens, old urupa and battle sites 

floodplain management planning process. are managed as archaeological sites and are not 


