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 SECTION A - Statutory framework - 

The statutory framework used for this plan is from both legislation and policy documents. 

A.l Resource Manaaement Act 1991 

The Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) provides a statutory framework on which Regional 

Councils can base a water allocation plan. Section 5 of the RMA deals with the issue of conflict in 

waterbodies. Section 5 (2)@) allows the use of a resource (in this case freshwater) for social, economic 

and cultural needs however not at the expense of its lifesupporting capacity. 

Section 30 of the RMA gives Regional Councils the function of being primary water management 

agencies. They have the responsibility for controlling allocation of water and setting of flow regimes. 

Section 14 (3) (a) outlines that a person may not take, use, dam or divert water unless such activities are 
" 

permitted in a regional plan or by a resource consent. The only exceptions to this in Section 14 (3) (b) 

are reasonable domestic needs, animals drinking water and fiefighting needs. 

A.2 WRC Policy Framework 

Two policy documents for the Wellington Region, address the issue of water allocation; the Regional 

Policy Statement (US)  and the Regional Freshwater Plan (RFP). 

A.2.1 Reclional Policy Statement 

The RPS is an overview document which provides the framework for managing the resources of our 

region in a sustainable way. It recognises conflicts in the allocation of water due to competing uses and 

values (Issue 3 Freshwater chapter) and that over allocation and the demands of sustainable management 

are presenting challenges for water management (Issue 4 Freshwater chapter). 

Policies in the freshwater chapter cover water quantity issues mentioned above and look at how they can 
- 

be dealt with. The policies cover; recognising the values on the water body and the importance of 
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managing then; (Policy 1) and promoting conservation and efficiency of water (Policy 2). The methods, 

relevant to this water allocation plan, adopted by the RPS to cany out policies are; to develop and apply 

flow regimes and safe yields based on instream habitat requirements and other factors for surface water 
- 

bodies (Method 3) and prepare location specific plans to safeguard life supporting capacity, establish 

minimum flows and allocate safe yield of any water body which is under pressure from competing uses 

(Method4). - 

A.2.2 Reqional Freshwater Plan 

The RFP provldes more specific policy guidance and rules for water quantity. The plan recogmses that 

people and communities need to take water and that there will be periods when h~ghest demand 
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