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1 .  Introduction 

1.1 Objectives -Y'a$z 

The Wellington Regional Council has been monitoring water quality in rivers and 
streams at numerous sites in the Western Wellington Region since 1987. The Council 
undertakes its river and stream water quality monitoring programme to fulfil its 
responsibilities under the Resource Management Act 1991, the Regional Policy 
Statement and the Proposed Regional Freshwater Plan. 

The Resource Management Act 1991 gives regional councils a function to maintain 
and enhance the quality of natural water (section 30), and directs the Council to gather 
information so that it can effectively cany out its functions (section 35). 

The Wellington Regional Policy Statement identifies the degradation of river and 
stream water quality as an issue, and seeks to maintain or improve the quality of river 
waters. The Proposed Regional Freshwater Plan includes similar objectives. 

The objectives of the baseline rivers and stream water quality monitoring programme 
are to: 

Provide information on the baseline water quality of river and stream water 
throughout the western Wellington Region. 
Identify spatial and temporal trends in the quality of river and stream waters. 
Assess compliance with the Council's river and stream water quality 
objectives, and identify areas where maintenance or enhancement in river and 
stream water quality is necessary. 
Quantify potentially important surface water quality issues in the Region. 

o Evaluate the effectiveness of the policies and strategies relevant to river and 
stream water quality. 
Provide data which can be used for appropriate effects based decisions on 
river and stream permit applications. 
Identify and monitor potential stresses on the quality of river and stream water 
throughout the Region. 

1.2 Background 

Most rivers and streams originate in mountainous or hilly country where there is 
often little or no development. Waters may then pass through agricultural areas and 
urban developments in their lower reaches. River and stream water quality may 
deteriorate as waters travel from less developed to more intensely developed areas. 
The end result is often a reduction in the usefulness of the water to commercial and 
recreational users, and a reduction in its ability to sustain the natural aquatic 
ecosystem. Flows may also have an effect on water quality. 
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