
River Width of esplanade reserve 

Narrow Neck Stream from its junction with the 5-12m with the width being determined 
Mangaroa River to Whitemans Valley Road having regard to relevant environmental 

circumstances 

Akatarawa River from its junction with the Hutt River Varying width (minimum of 5m or as 
to its entry into Department of conservation land otherwise determined by Council) to reflect 

the width of the river and adjoining 
environmental circumstances 

Mangaroa River for that part of the river where sites Varying width (minimum of 5m or as 
are not easily accessible from existing roads (i.e. otherwise determined by Council) to reflect 
more than 50m from the road or of a difficult grade) the width of the river and adjoining 
running from the junction of the Mangaroa River with environmental circumstances 
the Hutt River to Russells Road 

Mawaihakona Stream for the part of the stream 5-12m being a width suitable for access 
passing through the Wellington Golf Club land purposes having regard to relevant 
extending from Trentham Memorial Park to environmental circumstances 
Heretaunga Park, and also for that part of 
Mawaihakona Stream passing through the St 
Patrick's Estate Area, where the adjoining land is not 
a reserve 

Pakuratahi River for that part of it slower reaches not 10-15m with the width being determined 
passing through Wellington Regional Council land having regard to relevant environmental 

circumstances 

(See the District Plan for maps showing where these watercourses are.) 

Waiving these requirements will be considered, depending on: 5 

Availability of alternative public access. [i - 

Other means of protecting water quality and conservation values. 
a% 

P 

Recreational values of the waterbody in question. 
s 

Information provided to support any proposal to waive or vary esplanade reserve 
C 

requirements 

7.3.2 H u t t  City Council D is t r ic t  Plan 

Policy 11.2.4 Esplanade Reserves, Strips and Access Strips t 

b) In all activity areas, in respect of lots less than 4 hectares, an esplanade reserve at least : 
20m wide shall be set aside for such lots along the bank of any river whose bed has an ,' 
average width of 3m or more where the river flows through or adjoins the lot concerned. 
"* li 

c) In respect of lots with areas of 4 hectares or greater, an esplanade reserve or strip at least 
20m wide shall be set aside for such lots along the banks of the ... (i) Hutt River and (iv) 
Waiwhetu Stream 

li 
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7.2 Regional Policy and Related Plans 

7.2.1 Regional Policy Statement 

The Regional Policy Statement (RPS) provides an overview of resource management issues @! ) 
and sets out policies and methods by which WRC seek to achieve integrated management of I 
the natural and physical resources of the region. It contains objectives, policies and methods @ 3 
covering a wide range of resource management issues. Of particular relevance to this 
Environmental Strategy are the chapters on Ecosystems, The Iwi Environmental 

1 
6 3 

Management System, Landscape and Heritage and Fresh Water. I ei 3 

The principal message of the Ecosystems chapter is that the management of natural resources @$ 2 
should take account of, and provide for, the ecological processes of the systems of which they I 
are a part. This recognises that we live within ecosystems, and that these living webs provide us e 3 
with the services and products needed for us to survive. 1 q 3 
The RPS gives strong policy support for WRC to manage ecological processes while it is 
carrying out its functions. This provides this Environmental Strategy with a rationale and 

d 3 
I : 

justification for seeking to manage in an active way the ecosystems present in the Hutt Valley (h 1 

and the processes that connect them. 1 :  
Gj 3 

The Ecosystems chapter is not only concerned with protecting or conserving the important 
areas that are left, for instance, native bush remnants and wetlands. It argues that sustainable 
management of the environment will only happen if we keep the underlying ecological 
relationships supporting life in the biosphere working. Only in this way can indigenous 
ecosystems survive. This chapter gives the basis for a more ecologically attuned management E! 3 
strategy for the Hutt River and its environs. I - 9 3 
The ecosystem objectives to be achieved in the region are: f 2 

The overall quality (or health) of the region's ecosystems is increased. $ 3  
Healthy functioning ecosystems are distributed throughout region - urban as well as rural. Ei r 

I -- 

The area and quality of indigenous ecosystems is increased. 5 
There is diversity in our ecosystems, and the full range of regional flora, fauna and habitats 1 
is provided for. f 
Special ecosystems are actively protected and appropriately managed 

6 r 
J - 

These objectives are applicable to the Hutt floodplain. To achieve these objectives WRC has f 3 

adopted a number of policies. These are intended to guide decision-making when managing c -3 
those parts of the environment under WRC control. I 

The most significant of these (Policy 4)  requires WRC to avoid, remedy, or mitigate the effects 
of our activities on: 

Indigenous biodiversity, so that it is not reduced. 

The effective operation of natural processes within ecosystems (for example, nutrient- 
cycles, energy flows, and water cycles). 

The structure of indigenous ecosystems, so that it is not unduly simplified. 

The quality and quantity of non-living parts of the ecosystem (water, air, soil, decaying 
matter) so that the life supporting capacity of the system is not adversely affected. 

This doesn't mean we cannot do things that have an effect on these ecosystem characteristics, 
rather that our actions need to appropriate avoid, remedy, or mitigate any adverse effects. This 
policy has clear implications for activities associated with the management of the Hutt River 
environment, in terms of the physical works that may be carried out in future, and in terms of our 
overall philosophy about how the valley should be managed. 

It is also important to note that WRC has already made a commitment to these kinds of actions 
in the RPS. For example, in the Ecosystems Chapter, method 12 states WRC will: 

Protect indigenous ecosystems and high priority urban and rural ecosystems, where 
practicable, and where it is within the Council's powers to do so. 

The RPS gives particular emphasis on the need to support the linkages between ecosystems. 
Policy 9 supports ecosystem restoration and enhancement along the length of the river corridor, 
fostering of the movement and migration of species and avoiding the fragmentation of 
ecosystems. 

The Iwi Environmental Management System chapter addresses how WRC will involve 
tangata whenua in the management of natural and physical resources. This includes how to 
take kaitiakitanga and the Treaty of Waitangi into account, and how to develop a mutually 
satisfactory relationship. 

Of particular importance to this Environmental Strategy is Policy 4 states that we will: 

Recognise and provide for the relationship of Maori and their culture and traditions with 
their ancestral lands, water, sites, waahi tapu and other taonga. 

Policy 5 gives us clear guidance that we must take account of Treaty claims when we develop 
policies and plans, and make decisions under the RMA. 

The RPS also states that we will recognise environmental management plans prepared by iwi. 
Method 11 in this chapter is also important, it states that WRC will: 

In consultation and partnership with tangata whenua, will investigate opportunities for iwi 
rganagement of resources and opportunities forjoint management, where appropriate. 

Qq% 

This gives us the mandate to look into options for iwi involvement in implementing this 
Environmental Strategy through establishing an acceptable management framework. 
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Other issues in the RPS with relevance to this Environmental Strategy include chapter 
Landscape and Heritage and Fresh Water. 

Objectives in the Fresh Water chapter identify the range of uses and values of freshwa 
safeguarding its life sustaining capacity and the needs of future generations, and prote 
enhancing significant freshwater resources. Policy 8 promotes the retirement and planti 
riparian margins, while Policy 9 states that adverse effects on water quality, amenity, c 
and ecosystem values from activities in the bed of the river should be avoided, remedie 
mitigated. 

Landscape and Heritage chapter states that the values of regional significance are to 
protected, while natural and physical resources that are of recreational importance ar 
maintained or enhanced (see section 10.3). The RPS also gives clear guidance on p 
our natural resources including rivers and both native and exotic vegetation so that futur 
generations have the potential to use these open spaces for recreation. 

7.2.2 Regional Freshwater Plan 

The Environment Division of WRC administers the Regional Freshwater Plan. In the Plan 
of the Hutt River and catchment are recognised to: 

Be important trout habitat - water quality to be managed for fishery and fish spawni 

* Have regionally important amenity and recreational values - water quality to be ma 
for contact recreation purposes. 

Be a water body with water quality to be managed for water supply purposes. 

Be a water body with water quality that needs enhancement (in relation to Waiwh 
Stream, see section 7.2.6). 

The Plan sets policy for the use, development, discharges and abstractions from the ri 
at achieving these goals. 

Water quality in the Hutt River is managed for a variety of reasons. The Plan recognis 
parts of the Hutt River are important for fish habitat, amenity and recreational values 
water supply purposes. However, some parts of the Hutt River catchment require en 
water quality, such as the Waiwhetu Stream. The Freshwater Plan provides policies 
regulating the effects of activities in this environment. Implementing the Envlronmen 
may require undertaking activities that are subject to the provisions of this plan. 

addition, although an activity may be permitted, or authorised by the WRC, the 
the right to control the use or development of the land. The landowner's permis 

7.2.3 Ecologi~al Corridors 

The Environment Division of WRC has produced a paper looking at the uses and potential of 
ecological corridors in the Wellington Region. This paper forms the basis identifying areas 
where corridors and buffer zones are needed and their subsequent protection. This paper 
identifies river corridors, including the Hutt River corridor, as "offering perhaps the best " 

opportunity [on WRC land] for creating functioning ecological corridors". 

The paper notes that further work is needed to investigate the potential for establishing 
ecological corridors in the Wellington Region. This paper is based on similar work being 
undertaken by other Regional Councils around New Zealand and ties in with the ecosystem 
approach to natural and physical resource management identified in the RPS. 

7.2.4 H u t t  River Floodplain Management Plan 

The Flood Protection Group (Flood Protection) of WRC is responsible for facilitating a holistic 
and integrated approach to mitigating the effects of flooding and erosion on the Hutt River 
communities. To achieve this the Flood Protection Group is preparing a Hutt River Floodplain 
Management Plan (HRFMP), which will identify the structural works, non-structural methods and 
river management required in the Hutt River Floodplain. This Environmental Strategy is part of 
the Hutt River Floodplain Management Plan. 

The region's floodplain management plans are not statutory documents in themselves. 
Regional and District Plans are to be used to ensure that the various non-structural methods are 
used for mitigating and avoiding flooding. The Flood Protection Group's plans describe the 
methods for managing the river and its flood defence systems. 

Structural works and river management activities have the potential to cause adverse effects on 
the river environment. Flood Protection has a duty under the RMA to avoid, mitigate or remedy 
the adverse effects of any physical works. Often this takes the form of "environmental 
compensation", for example, creating a wetland in an old meander of a straightened river 
channel. Resource consents are required for most major structural works. Long-term consents 
are already held for the day-to-day river management activities. 

This Environmental Strategy is a fundamental part of an integrated management philosophy 
and forms one of the building blocks for the HRFMP. The Hutt River Environmental Strategy is a 
key component of the Hutt River Floodplain Management Plan. It describes a long-term vision 
for the river and sets the direction for the management and development of the river, and its 
margins, at a strategic level. The proposed improvements to the Hutt River flood defence 
system will be guided by the vision of the Environmental Strategy. The Strategy also gives 
guidance to the HRFMP as to how the "environmental compensation" could be best used to 
achieve the long-term vision for the Hutt River and its environs. 
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5 Efwirmmential Code of PractSce . .. . 

sible. 

the works are done with least impact on the environment. 

6 Waiwhetu Swam Kehabl l i ion Fmject 

Restore the maun'of the stream by restoring its ea3logical qualities. 

pride in it, . ' 

Enhance the recreational opportunities offered by the seeam and its corridor. 

7.3 Distrifi Policy 

Land use controls in the District Plans enable Upper Hutt and Hutt City Cou~cils to ensure that 
land uses are suitable for protecting and enhancing the river envtronment. 

Requirements for esplanade reserves, strips, and access strips are set out in both the proposed 
Upper Hutt City Council District Plan and the proposed Hutt City Council District Plan. These 
requirements allow the Council to set aside a strip of land next to a river when adjoining land is 
subdivided. 

7.3.1 Uppm Ht@t City Council Dietrbt Plan 

Standard 11.6.2.5 'Esplanade Reserves and Strips'states that any land being subdivided that 
adjoins any of the following rivers will require esplanade reserves to be set aside according k, 
the fallowing table. 

River to the Tunnel Gully Recreation Area along one side of the 

qualities of the bush clad gorge are 
signifcant, and an esplanade reserve shall 
be provided along both banks of the Creek. 
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