
lntegration among levels of government 

Integration among levels of government is a key theme of the Resource 
Management Act 1991, particularly in the coastal environment. As noted above, 
the Minister of Conservation has prepared the New Zealand Coastal Policy 
Statement 1994. Policy statements or plans prepared by regional and territorial 
local government can not be inconsistent with the national statement. Similarly, 
district plans prepared by city and district councils can not be inconsistent with 
the Regional Policy Statement, or any regional plans on a matter of regional 
significance or for which the regional council has a primary management 
responsibility. 

Preparation of the first generation of policy statements and plans has occurred 
concurrently. We cannot expect perfect integration immediately, particularly at 
the stage of proposed plans. However, as plan development proceeds and both 
policy statements and plans are reviewed, better integration should be possible. 

There are also opportunities for integration of management functions. 

lntegration among disciplines 

The major interdisciplinary study of the Pauatahanui Inlet mentioned above was 
a prime example of integration among disciplines. While such a study has not 
been repeated, there is on-going integration between disciplines in the 
management of the catchment inparticular. Engineering, planning and regulatory 
staff at Wellington Regional Council and Porirua City Council work together to 
assess and control new development in the catchment. This includes setting 
requirements for silt control structures. 

When proposing new use and development in the Inlet or catchment which may 
result in significant effects on the environment, developers will be required to 
prepare an assessment of effects of their activity on the environment. Such as - - 
assessment will often require a multidisciplinary~pproach to cover all aspects of 
the environment, which includes people and communities and therefore the values - .  

that they hold. 

5. Existing and proposed management controls 

MAF Fisheries 

MAF Fisheries is responsible for the management of all marine and freshwater 
commercial recreational and traditional fisheries in Pauatahanui Inlet. Whitebait 
and acclimksed fish are exceptions. Legally "fish" are defined as any living 
resource which could include such things as seaweeds, worms, sponges, etc. 

Pauatahanui Inlet is recognised as an important fish nursery habitat. The 
pressure from surrounding development and use of the Inlet has lead to 
regulations under the Fisheries Act 1983. Presently these controls include: 

A a ban on amateur set netting in Pauatahanui Inlet east of the line at Mana 
Bridge; 

A a total prohibition on commercial fishing (except crabs) in Porirua 
Harbour east of a line at the entrance of the harbour. 

A voluntary ban on trawling exists within one nautical mile of Mana Island as well 
as in the lee of the island. This should help to protect many of the fish that move 
in and out of the Inlet with the tides. 

The fisheries of the Inlet are also protected by the general regulations that apply 
to the whole of the Central Region. These are: 

A a maximum daily limit for amateur fishers of 50 shellfish for most species 
that are individually controlled. Exceptions to this general limit are 
cockles, pipi, and tuatua which have a daily limit of 150 per person and 
rock and Pacific oysters which have a limit of 250 per day. Rock and 
dredge oysters can be fished only in certain seasons, while Pacific oysters 
are now open year round. All other shellfish not controlled by individual 
limits have a maximum daily bag limit of 50 for any combination of 
species. All of the shellfish bag limits are currently under review; 

A a maximum combined daily bag limit of 20 fin£ish per day for specified 
species; 

A a limit of no more than two longlines per boat with a maximum of 25 
hooks for each line. 

A pamphlet that explains these regulations in detail is available from MAF 
Fisheries offices and Fisheries Officers. 

In addition to the existing controls, the local Maori community can have a greater 
say in the management of the fisheries of Pauatahanui Inlet. Taiapure may be 
established in estuarine or shoreline coastal fishing areas which have been of 
special significance to any iwi or hapu as a source of food or for spiritual or 
cultural reasons. Mataitai reserves, discrete areas of traditional importance to 
Maori, can also serve a similar purposed. 

Fisheries legislation is currently under review, with the Fisheries Bill currently 
before parliament. 

Department of conservation 

The New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 1994 contains a number of policies 
h a  oT direct relevance to the Inlet. Policy 1.1.2 states that it is a national priority to 

protect areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of 
indigenous fauna in that environment. This is to be achieved by, among other 
matters, protecting ecosystems which are unique to the coastal environment and 
vulnerable to modification, including estuaries, coastal wetlands, mangroves and 
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dunes and their margins. There are also policies about the protection of 
landscapes and seascapes, access, water quality and tangata whenua values. 

The Minister of Conservation identified the entire Inlet as an Area of Significant 
Conservation Value, and requested that this and special rules be included in the 
Proposed Regional Coastal Plan prepared by the Wellington Regional Council. 
If these provisions remain in the Plan when approved, the Minister will have a 
role as the consent authority for the specified activities. The Minister is also 
responsible for approving the Plan. 

The Pauatahanui Wildlife Refuge was created under the Wildlife Act 1953. Here 
the requirements and schedules of the Wildlife Act apply, but because of urban 
development, hunting activity would probably result in an offence under the 
Firearms Act. 

It is acknowledged that most of the perceived problems affecting the Inlet result 
from activities which occur above the line of mean high water springs (e.g. top 
soil mining, mass earthworks, production forestry, pastoral farming). Here the 
Department's role is one of advocacy under the Resource Management Act 1991, 
except within specific areas managed by the Department (or with the assistance 
of the Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society) under the Reserves Act 1977. 

These areas are as follows: 

A Duck Creek Scenic Reserve; 
A Pauatahanui Wildlife Management Reserve; 
A Horokiri Wildlife Management Reserves. 

Other pieces of legislation relevant to the Department's management 
responsibilities include: 

A Forests and Rural Fires Act 1977; 
A Wild Animal Control Act 1977; 
A Whitebait Fishing Regulations 1991; 
A Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983; 
A Marine Mammals Protection Act 1978; 
A Litter Act 1979. 

Under the Conservation Act 1987 (and 1989 Amendment) the Department may 
manage specific areas and functions through its Conservation Management 
Strategies (CMS). The purpose of a conservation management strategy is to 
implement general policies and establish objectives for the integrated 
management of natural and historic resources managed by the Department. 

Under the Wellington Conservancy's draft CMS, the Department lists the 
following management objectives for Pauatahanui Inlet: 

A Conservation of the estuarine wetlands, indigenous species, historic 
resources and scenic qualities of the reserves administered by the 
Department. 

A Public appreciation of the reserves, especially Pauatahanui Inlet Wildlife 
Management Reserve by providing passive recreational and educational 
oppor&ties. 

A Continued delegation of day to day management of Pauatahanui Inlet 
Wildlife Management Reserve to the Royal Forest and Bird Protection 
Society. 

A Conservation of the natural and historic resources of the Pauatahanui Inlet 
and its catchments. 

The proposed implementation is as follows: 

A To participate in the Pauatahanui Reserve Management Committee, with 
the Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society, and help the committee to 
determine both a five year programme of works and an annual operations 
plan for the management of the reserve that involve the community in 
management of the reserve. 

A To monitor changes in ecosystems and indigenous species in the Inlet to 
assess the effectiveness of protection and to help determine appropriate 
protection, and advocate other agencies monitor the effects of surrounding 
land uses on the Inlet. 

A To advocate under the Resource Management Act 1991 and other 
legislation for policies, rules and other mechanisms to protect natural and 
historic resources of the Inlet. 

A To consult with tangata whenua on the management of waahi tap* 
traditional food gathering areas and cultural materials of importance. 

A To undertake annual plant pest control, to control and, where possible, 
eradicate invasive weeds in the reserves. 

A To seek opportunities to protect land around the Inlet containing other 
natural and historic resources. 

A To seek to establish a group of honorary rangers for Porirua Basin, 
including Pauatahanui. 

The Minister of Conservation released the New Zealand Water Care Code in 
January 1995. The Code sets out guidelines for protecting lakes, rivers, wetlands, 
beaches and the ocean. The Code has general applicability, and is part of the 
package of mechanisms that should contribute to improved water quality in the 
Inlet. 

Wellington Regional Council (WRC) 

The Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region (RPS) identifies 
Pauatahanui Inlet as a site of national significance for indigenous vegetation and 
significant habitats for indigenous fauna, and also as a landscape and seascape of 
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