
1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Study Purpose and Objectives 

This report represents the recreation and sport component of the Wellington Regional 
Council's Hun River Flood Control Scheme Review. 

The report sets out to: 

- identify the significant recreation resources and the existing levels of use of these 

resources, 

identify potential recreation resources, 

- identify the recreational users and their activities, 

- identify any trends in recreation demand that could influence the nature and extent of 

future use, 

define the important issues and problem areas in the relationship between the 

recreational users and the existing Flood Control Scheme. 

1.2 Study Area and Definitions 

The study area includes the Hutt River from the river mouth to the Te Mama lakes, including 

the stop banks and all the land between the stop banks. 

As the recreational opportunities associated with the Hutt River do not exist in isolation from 

the rest of the Wellington region, researchers have also considered the influence of other 
recreation opportunities within the surrounding area. 

The word recreation is used to include: all activities undertaken in time free from work, 
activities which may have an enjoyable component (walking to work for example) and in the 
literal interpretation, re-creation as a form of rejuvenation. The latter construction has 

particular 
importance in a river environment which is close to a high urban population density. 

1.3 Approach and Methods 
".&, 

Six primary methods of information gathering have been used. 



1.3.1 Observer studies 

Approximately 20 hours were spent by the recreation study team observing activities taking p 

place on the river. The research method involved riding mountain bikes the length of the 
river throughout the week and recording all human activities on and between the stop banks. 
This research served two purposes: 

First, it allowed researchers to get acquainted with the river area and to begin to understand 
the recreational opportunities associated with the river. 

Secondly, observer research has enabled researchers to contact casual and/or passive 
recreationists who are seldom represented by special user groups or clubs. For example, 
those who fish regularly from the Hutt Estuary Bridge. 

1.3.2 S ~ O D D ~ ~  survey 

This research method canvassed the casual user and helped to develop an understanding of 
the magnitude of the river's recreational significance and the residents' perspectives on the 
river area. See Appendix 2 for the shoppers survey report. 

1.3.3 Exoert witness 

Many user groups within the river catchment are members of recreation and sport groups. 
Their attitudes and needs are generally represented by club co-ordinators and those who deal 
with them regularly. Over 25 expert witnesses have been interviewed, including parks and 
recreation personnel from local govemment. These discussions have been summarised in a 
resource inventory (see Appendix 3). 

1.3.4 Literature review 

Researchers examined local govemment tiles on river recreation and undertook a literature 
search to uncover any existing information relevant to the recreation study. Several 
complementary surveys were located and provided valuable supporting information. 

1.3.5 Household ~osta l  survey 

Several recreation questions were included in the Environmental and Planning Associates 

household postal survey. 



4.0 ACTIVITIES 

A wide range of recreational activities are pursued on and around the river area. This section 
examines the significance of each activity to the users, the locations most important to them 
and the resources they require. 

4.1 Popularity of Activities 

Figure 4 represents the findings of the postal household survey on the popularity of recreation 
activities within the entire study area. The results mirror those reported in the shoppers survey 

(see Appendix3) and are supported by observer studies. 

Activities which use the same or similar resources have been grouped together (see 
Appendix5 for breakdown of activities). 

Walking, swimming and passive recreations are clearly the most significant activities which 
occur in the river area. These activities are seldom planned or organised and are participated in 
by a range of ages and abilities. The theme of casual use is one which is dominant over all 
other forms of organised recreation throughout this study. 

The river area has been divided into eight areas. For the ease of sampling in the household 
survey, well known bridges have been used to divide each river section. Figure 5 represents 
the activities reported in the household survey for each section. 

The results reflect the proximity of centres of population, the landscape qualities and recreation 
opportunities of each area. Swimming, for example, is not a significant activity between the 
river mouth and Ewen Bridge where the water quality is low. Also the river side environment in 
this region does not lend itself to this form of recreation. Walking activities show a marked 
decline from Totara Park upwards, where access along the river's edge becomes difficult. 
These results are supported by the other forms of research employed. 

4.2 Walking and Running 

This category includes walking the dog and takes place along the entire length of the river. 
Participants include those walking to work or school and those who use walking or running as 
activities _r. Both these forms of use are important and require similar forms of resource 

provision. Such resource provision will also be utilised by harriers, triathletes and multi-sport 
participants. 



Resource requirements include: 

- a safe, fomled route along the river's edge, 
- at the minimum, a track surface free from mud and deep puddles, 
- exclusion of motorised vehicles in most areas, 
- high quality landscape treatment and variety in surroundings, 
- quietness in most areas, 

room to pass in areas where other traffic is encountered (eg cyclists), 
- some facility provision, especially toilets, 
- personal safety provisions, particularly where the track may pass under bridges or 

through thickets which restrict the view, 
- resting and viewing points. 

There is a substantial demand for an access route which extends from the river mouth to Te 
Mama. An off-road trail is desired by users for reasons of safety and increased enjoyment. A 
metalled surface is the minimum requirement, but if the trail is to be multi-purpose (cycling, 
mnning), a higher grade surface will be necessary. See section 6.1 for a suggested trail 
route. 

4.3 Swimming 

Swimming in the Hutt River is a traditional activity in the Hutt Valley and one that has 
maintained a very high level of interest. 53 percent of those questioned in the shopper 
survey replied that they had, at some time, swum in the river. The activity was ranked 
second in-the activities listed in the household survey. See Figure 6 forthe major swimming 
locations. 

In recent years, river swimming has had a strong impact upon patronage levels of the Upper 
Hutt City Council's Maidstone swimming pool. Although the patronage of swimming pools in 
New Zealand is on the increase, Maidstone swimming pool has suffered a decline. Use levels 
have peaked at 71,000 over summer in past years. However, during the 1989190 season only 
35,000 visits were recorded. The difference is attributed by Council staff to the opening of the 
Stokes Valley pool (taking approximately 20,000 visits from Maidstone) and increased use of 
the Hutt River (taking an estimated 10,000). The latter shifl is largely a result of the opening 
of the River Road, creating higher visibility and greater ease of access to the river. 

Of those potential river swimmers who do not use the river, the perception that the river is 
polluted appears to be a prime negative influence (see shoppers survey report). If the issue 
of giardia is not managed sensitively, this perception may spread. Giardia has been present 
in@*river for a number of years but has not caused any significant concern. 

Swimming takes place almost entirely during summer and is a highly social activity. For 
example, up to 200 swimmers can congregate at Taita Rock at one time. 



There is a clear reticence on the part of river managers to establish artificial swimming holes. 
This is largely due to expense, the short life of the holes, and the impacts upon river ? 

dynami~s~erosion and deposition patterns. 

The most simple way of creating swimming holes, albeit short term, is to ensure that any 
holes created by gravel work in the river (anywhere over 1 to 2 metres in depth) are left to fill 
in naturally, ratherthan filling them when work is completed. It should be noted, however, 
that the natural appearance of swimming areas is important. 

Resource requirements for swimming include: 

easy access to the water, 
the development and retention of a range of swimming holes from Kennedy Good 
Bridge to Te Marua, 

- some facility provision, including parking, rubbish bins and, especially, toilets (also 
used for changing), 

- high aesthetic qualities, 
- high water quality, 
- information distribution about any new swimming holes, 

some swimming holes being placed below accessible rock outcrops for swimmers to 
jump off (Taita Rock, although very exposed to the Westem Hutt Road and not in a 
highly natural setting, is a popular swimming site. This is largely because it is very 
suited to leaping or diving). 

One or two drownings occur in the river each year. This includes accidents not related to 
recreation (car accidents and suicides). The Water Safety Council (G. Egarr, pers wmm) 
reports that the Hutt River rate for drownings is about average for that of an 'urban stream', if 
not a little higher (the Heathwte and the Avon in Christchurch have higher rates). Drownings 
are not usually related to swimming as an activity, but mostly result from elderly people who 
have not swum for many years falling in and young children escaping parental surveillance. 
The drownings are more often associated with points of access rather than the condition of 
the river or water depth. 

4.4 Passive Riverside 

This group of activities includes picnicking, sightseeing, sitting or standing by the river and 
sitting in the car by the river side. 



Rivers attract this form of use because they provide a relaxing setting, tend to be relatively 
quiet areas and usually have high scenic qualities. Although many areas of the Hutt River are 
not of high scenic quality, the area is accessible to a large number of people and driving 
access is good. The activity of eating takeaway food near or in the car by the riverside in the 
evening is, for many, an important recreation. 

These passive activities will often be undertaken in conjunction with more active recreations, 
including swimming and walking. Members of trout fishing groups are often seen waiting in the 
car or sitting by the river. 

Resource requirements include: 

walking access to the river side, 
some vehicle access to the river berm, 
high landscape quality, 
in many cases, visual seclusion from developments, 
facility provision in selected areas (toilets, rubbish bins, picnic areas and picnic 
facilities, including tables, seats and some barbeque sites). 
a balance to the above in terms of some areas with no facility provision and a bias 
placed upon seclusion and quietness. 

With regard to the provision of highly visible picnic facilities, the park areas currently in 
existence should provide sufficient locations for development. Extra consideration for facility 
provision needs to be given to launching areas for kayaks, rafts and boats and for some 
swimming locations. Facility provision needs to be accompanied by a standard sign system. 

Several areas are deserving of particular attention with regard to facility provision. These 
include: 

Hikoikoi Reserve 

Akatarawa Bridge 
Moonshinepark 
Silverstream Rail Bridge 

Should the shingle works at the river mouth ever become available for development, it would 
make an ideal location for a reserve and the location of picnic facilities. 

4.5 Boating 

This a tiyit includes kayaking, power boating, rowing, boating and rafting 
&Y 

%. 



The Hutt River is not a high quality rafting river by national standards, but by virtue of its 
satisfactory water levels and proximity to the Hutt population, it is a highly suitable medium for 
social rafting. Some commercial rafting takes place on the river and it is also used by schools 
and outdoor training groups as an element of outdoor education programmes. 

Raft races and regattas are organised by a range of community organisations and, with the 
WRC's permission, use short reaches of the river between Birchville and the river mouth. The 
river area used is largely the organiser's choice, although the WRC will direct users away from 
unsuitable sites (see Figure 7 for areas of most use). November and March are the most 
popular months. 

User groups include Scouts, social clubs (including the Hutt Hospital and several private firms), 
the Salvation Army, Lions Clubs and local schools. Up to 10 groups use the river regularly on a 
yearly basis. Most groups return to the same location each year and this often relates to where 
the groups originate. For example, the Hutt Hospital uses a section near its grounds. 

Race organisers must apply to the WRCfor permission to use the river, to confirm the 
suitability of entry and exit points and to ensure that there is no conflict between events. 
Applications are usually successfui and the Council reminds users of four conditions of use: 

(a) That participants do not damage any plantings or new growth at entry and exit points. 

(b) The river and river area must be left free from litter and raft debris. 

(c) The user group must accept responsibility for any damage or accident that may occur. 

(d) Any conventional boat associated with the event must not exceed 5 knots, except in 

an emergency. 

Resource requirements include: 

water (preferably moving) and a minimum of gravel beaches, 

suitable entry and exit points, 
picnic and toilet facilities, 
variety in the river landscape. 



A co-ordinated recreational rafting plan would enhance the rafting quality of the river. This 
would involve the provision of information detailing a number of rafting opportunities, including 
the most suitable entry and exit points (from both the rafters' and Council's point of view), the 
type of rafting which wili be encountered between these points and the Council's terms and 
conditions for use and access. By linking the entry and exit points with picnic facilities, the 
rafting experience is likely to be more enjoyable for the participants and create fewer 
maintenance problems for the Council (see section 6.2). 

4.5.2 Kavaking 

As with other water based river activities, the Hutt River attracts most users because it is highly 
accessible, rather than an ideal boating venue. The river from Te Marua to the river mouth is 

used for kayaking competitions, training and more passive recreational paddling, with certain 
stretches more suitable than others (see Figure 8). During summer, the upper reaches of the 
river can have insufficient water for kayaking. 

Forms of kayaking include slalom (using faster flowing sections), medium to long distance 
(competitive and recreational, using a range of water conditions) and flat water canoeists 
(competitive sprint races, training and low skill recreational). 

Resource requirements include: 

navigable water through a range of water conditions, 
no gravel beaches (as created by crossblading), 
high water quality, 
the use of some facilities (toilets, rubbish bins), 
easy access to the river, including parking areas, 
the removal of unnecessary solid artificial projections into the river. 

The latter requirement is a major concern for river users. A number of artificial hazards have 
been introduced into the river area as a result of flood control or in the form of bridge pylons. 
Trees, logs or piles of rubbish become piled against bridge supports and create the possibility 
of kayakers and other river users becoming pinned by an obstruction and consequently 
drowned. Several steel pipes and rods have also been driven into the river bed and pose a 
similar problem. Some river users are convinced that a death wili eventually occur as a result of 
these hazards. The Council is encouraged to examine this issue. 

Kayaking club members have discussed the need for the installation of a slalom course which 
would be suitable for competition and training. No formal plans have been presented, but the 
option is worth consideration. 

".,A 



4.5.3 Power Boating 

A 5 knot speed restriction exists for the entire river. This speed restriction is lifted for certain 
stretches from time to time to allow jet boat races and the display and racing of miniature 
model power boats. 

The miniature model power boats use the section of the river between Ewen Bridge and the 
Ava Rail Bridge. No modification of the river is required. A request is made to organisers by the 
WRC that spectators on the bridges must not disrupt traffic. 

Jet boat sprints, using the river area south of the Kennedy Good Bridge, are held on an annual 
basis. The New Zealand International Jet Boat Marathon involves sprints over an artificial 
slalom style course which is excavated from the gravel river beaches. River works have 
included the pruning of river side willows to allow viewing by spectators. A shallow gravel weir 

is also developed to create the required depth in the lower section of the course where the 
sprints begin. All river works are required to be returned to their original condition within five 
days of the event. 

Concerns have been voiced by the Acclimatisation Society regarding the effect these gravel 
works have over fishing conditions. Objections have also been raised by members of the 
public concerning the noise and disturbance. 

Resource requirements include: 

water of sufficient depth, 
the ability to excavate a slalom course through the river gravel and to establish a small 
weir approximately 1 km below the Kennedy Good Bridge, 
access to the river berm for spectators, 
launching point for jet boats. 

A variety of launches and yachts are moored within the river mouth and are accessed by the 
slipway at the marina on the true right bank below the Hutt Estuary Bridge. Formal boat 
launching facilities exist at the marina and at Sladden Park and the river can be accessed for 
informal launching at a range of sites. 

Resource requirements include: 

".& water of sufficient depth (2 metres t), 
continued access to facilities. 



Limited rowing takes place on the river and is concentrated below Ewen Bridge. Users include 
the Sea Scouts, boat owners whose vessels are moored in the river, fishers (especially those 
using nets), casual recreationists and athletes training. 

4.6 Fishing 

Two forms of fishing take place on the Hutt River: trout and salt water. Limited net fishing and 
whitebaiting also occur. 

4.6.1 Salt water fishinq 

This takes place on and below the Hutt Estuary Bridge. The catch is predominantly kahawai. 
Weekday fishers are regulars and mostly fish from the down stream side of the bridge using the 
concrete stanchions on the pedestrian section to anchor their lines. There is some competition 
for space and positions are secured on a first come basis. Most anglers take up several 
stanchions each. 

Lines usually have floats which trail in the outgoing river and cause some concern to other river 
users who risk entanglement. Bridge anglers only use hand lines. 

Bridge fishing appears to be undertaken as means of catching food rather than purely for 
recreation, although there is clearly a strong recreational component. Some fishers will remain 
on the bridge fishing through the night. This is a small, but very dedicated group of people. 

Anglers also cast lines into the river from the left bank below the bridge. 

Resource requirements include: 

fish, 

opportunities to anchor lines from bridge, 
little river traffic, 
room on the bridge pedestrian route. 



The latter point is one of the major conflicts for this activity. The pedestrian path on the bridge 
is only sufficiently wide for two walkers to pass relatively easily. However, the path is also used 

by cyclists and anglers. This often creates congestion and forces some cyclists to use the main 
traffic route, which is busy, relatively narrow and potentially dangerous. The exclusion of 
anglers would be counter-productive for the community and it would be worth examining the 
possibility of adding an extra pedestrian access route to the present bridge or considering this 
issue when bridge replacement takes place. 

The Hun River is one of the most heavily fished rivers in the Wellington region. Between 700 

and 800 anglers make over 8000 visits per year and catch between 3 and 10 trout per person 
per season (Wellington Acciimatisation Society, Wellington District Angler Survey, June 1989). 

The middle reaches are the most popular, attracting over 80% of use. 

Angling has increased since the bypass was opened. The river is more obvious from the road 
and anglers are also more conspicuous, so the message that the river is fishable has spread. 
The high visibility of the river also means that anglers can easily select a vacant site, so there is 
no current competition for space. There is also little conflict with other river users due to the 
different times that each group tends to be on the river. 

Resource requirements include: 

fish and habitat management for fish, 

access to the water, 
high water quality, 

good landscape quality, 
as little water abstraction as possible (ie. for irrigation, drinking, etc.), 
as little disturbance of the river bed as possible (ie, no crossblading). 

Crossblading destroys fish habitat and has created sections of the river which are not worth 
fishing - Kennedy Good Bridge to Belmont in particular. 

Under current river management systems, the fish population (brown trout only) is as high as 

the present environment can sustain. The layering of willows onto the river's edge has 
benefited fishing by providing cover. The environment could be further enhanced by the 
creation of quiet backwaters and a management regime that is based on retaining as natural a 
river regime as is possible. 



4.7 Sports 

The ranking of this activity in the surveys undertaken is unlikely to reflect true use levels. This is 
because although many sports activities take place near or within the river environment, users 
seldom link them with the Hutt River. This is not surprising since the association between 
sports activities and the river is indirect. it results from setting aside iand for community use 
and for an extended river flood basin rather than the attractions of the river environment itself. 

Many sports grounds and recreation facilities surround the river and are affected by river 
management processes, particularly with regard to drainage, flooding and the limitations 
created by stopbanks. Some facilities also conflict with other river berm users. For example, 
the several golf clubs on the riverside create an appearance of exclusivity and so restrict the 
access of other users to the public iand surrounding the river. 

Virtually ail sports fields near the river have been flooded at some stage, but this does not 
appear to be one of the user groups' major concerns. An ongoing issue is the problem of 
drainage and the damage caused to turf during wet seasons. Several sports groups are also 
seeking to upgrade leased facilities through liaison with the appropriate Council. 

Resource requirements include: 

direct liaison with appropriate land managers, 
high standards of resource maintenance, 
well drained sports fields, 
facilities and buildings (toilets, club rooms, gyms), 

There is interest amongst some sporting bodies regarding the possibility of constructing 
facilities on, over or within the stop banks. For example, the Upper Hun Rugby League Club 

wishes to construct a small grandstand on the stop bank at Whakatikei Park. If this structure 
did not impede access along the top of the stop bank, then it would not conflict with other 
activities and clearly benefit the club. Such requests need to be examined from a landscape 
and flood protection point of view. 

4.8 Cycling 

This activity involves both riding for pleasure and riding as a means of transport. Each requires 
similar resource provisions and shall be regarded in the same vein. However, the importance of 
each activity for the community differs. Riding for pleasure along the river offers many people 
an enjoyable, accessible and safe form of recreation and exercise. Using the same route as a 
medium for transport means that school children are not riding on the road and more short 

di%?lce commuters will be encouraged to cycle to work. 



Short sections of the riverside offer good cycling opportunities, but these are divided by roads, p 

very rough tracks, vehicle barriers, and bridges which cyclists must cross (traffic) or go off the 
track and pass under (vehicle barriers). 

Cycle tracks exist on top of parts of the stop banks. Although these are designated as 
cycleways, pedestrians also make very heavy use of them, creating some conflicts. As the 
tracks are narrow, room to pass is limited. Resource requirements include: 

a river length, off-road cycle track with a suitable all weather surface, of an appropriate 
width and with few impediments (vehicle barriers etc), 
appropriate publicity. 

The provision of a high grade cycle track along the river side will serve the major purposes of 
linking the entire Hun Valley as one community while effectively signalling the Councils' 
commitment to safe community use of the river area. This project would be most effective if 
linked in with a river-length walking track (see section 6.1). 

This project has appeared on the Upper Hun City Council's (UHCC) capital works 'wish list', 
but has never been of sufficiently high importance to be actioned. With the combined support 
of the WRC, the Lower Hutt City Council and the UHCC, the likelihood of the project's fruition 
will be increased. 

Mountain biking is an activity which is rapidly increasing in popularity. At present, one small 
club uses the river environment and enjoys the rough state of some of the river side areas. 
Races and trials have been held alongside and through the river. With regard to landscape 
design, users have stated that they are happy withthe status quo - 'the rougher the better'. 

4.9 Children 

The accessibility of the river area to families in the Hun Valley makes the river an ideal place for 
introducing children to the natural environment, and it is not uncommon to see families with 
young children on the river's edge at any accessible point on the river. Older children also fish, 
throw stones into the river and entertain themselves without parental supervision. Family 
picnics offer prime opportunities for this activity. 

Resource requirements include: 

access to the river, 
facilities associated with passive riverside activities, 

- &,A good landscape and water quality. 



4.10 Horse Riding 

'- 
Under WRC bylaws (4.28) horses are prohibited from riding on the river berm and stopbanks. 

However, council staff have taken a casual approach to enforcing this regulation. Damage 
seldom occurs and sensitive areas are usually protected by low fences and gates. it may be 
more appropriate to advocate designated areas than continuing to turn a 'blind eye' to what is 

a significant use. 

A pony club is situated in Moehau Park, over the stop bank from Moonshine Park. Pony 
jumps are sited within Te Haukaretu Park and horse paddocks exist on the right bank below 
the Totara Park Bridge. Horse traffic is concentrated around these areas (see appendix 5). 

4.11 Trail biking 

Trail biking Is not permitted in the river area by WRC Bylaw 4.28, and it is actively 

discouraged by councii staff. However, the activity does occur alongside the river. Trail bikes 
impact heavily upon other users and residents and disturb areas of vegetation. The area 
appeals to trail bikers because of its accessibility and suitability for young riders of limited 
ability. Parents are also not always able to transport under age riders to legal riding sites. 

The WRC is currently formalising a regional trail bike recreation plan and once this is 
completed the status of trail biking should be clarified. It is possible that a range of sites out 

of the river area may be made available. These should attract riders away from sensitive 
locations. 



5.0 CONFLICTS 

This section highlights key areas of conflict which occur in the river area. This includes inter- 
user conflicts and conflicts between the users and the resource. Positive management 
solutions for attending to the more major problem areas are discussed in the following section. 
Although many of these are social conflicts, most can be alleviated by appropriate landscape 
design. 

5.1 Landscape character 

The visual quality of a resource has a direct bearing upon users' attitudes towards the 
resource's recreation potential. Throughout the Hutt River area there are many locations which, 
as a result of low visual quality, receive less use than is physically possible. (Refer Landcape 
Component Report.) This places extra pressure on areas developed for recreation and 
influences community attitudes towards the belief that the basic river character is one of a 
neglected public facility. 

This attitude surfaced strongly in the shoppers survey. Although a large proportion of 
respondents considered the river resource to be clean and tidy and aesthetically pleasing (over 
40%), a similar number considered rubbish, pollution and low visual appeal to be a strong 
negative factor. These polar attitudes may be largely the result of some respondents 
experiencing small untidy sections of the river near their work or residence. This colours their 
final perception of the entire river area and ultimately affects their willingness to use the river for 
recreation. As the most significant river activities are casual and spontaneous and rely heavily 
upon environmental factors -as opposed to social factors - visual quality is very important. 
Therefore, management concerns for visual quality need to extend over the whole river and not 
just to those selected areas zoned for recreation. The desired landscape design should 
therefore feature quality and variety throughout the entire river area. 

Major areas of concern raised by users include: 

crossblading and gravel extraction, 
industries within the river area, 
the felling of willows on the riverside, 
the use of non-native species for planting, 
the unnatural appearance of many of the present piantings, 
rubbish on the river side and in the river, 
storage of boulders and concrete blocks on the river berm, 
unnatural appearance of erosion control boulders in river, 
the 'scrubby' appearance of some river side vegetation, 

%.& 
unrepaired damage caused by vandalism. 



6.2 Hutt River Recreation Guides 

A major element of effective recreation provision is the dissemination of appropriate 
information. This can serve several puiposes by: 

- encouraging potential river users to discover new recreation opportunities, 
giving the river a regional profile, 

- directing current users to the best site option for their activities, 
- directing incompatible uses to appropriate resources, 
- signalling to ratepayers the dedication of the Council to providing a pleasant social 

environment, 
- providing a medium for clarifying the requirements of river management and 

detailing the intended benefits of manipulation of the river environment (for example, 
what is crossblading and why is it done), 
providing information regarding liaison between users and managers. 

Two guides to the river environment are desirable. One detailing the recreational 
opportunities on the river banks and one describing the opportunities for river recreation on 
and in the river. 

The guides would be used by: 

schools and outdoor education groups 
recreation clubs 

- casual users 

Council staff for fielding inquiries 
- special events 
- information centres (PRO) 

organisations bidding for conferences and special events. 

It will be preferable to print each guide on A3 sized brochures with wording on one side and a 
map of the river area on the reverse which details all relevant facilities and recreation sites. 
Sponsorship options for funding from private firms should be examined. 

It would also be desirable to ensure that recreation on the Hutt River be included in the 
regional recreation opportunities pilot publication currently being w-ordinated by the 
Department of Conservation. 



Guide 1: Water based recreation 

This guide should describe the opportunities for recreation on and in the river. The main 
activities are swimming, kayaking and rafting. 

Guide 1 needs to include five main sections 

1. General 

This section should: 

introduce users to the river and briefly describe its character and the recreation 
opportunities available for water based activities, 
raise matters of safety, flooding, litter and consideration for other users, 
list contact addresses of the river managers and significant recreation groups, 
describe regional and local transport options and public transport routes to and along 
the river, 
list local creche facilities, 
describe opportunities for people with disabilities. 

2. Kayaking 

Several points need to be detailed: 

what the general Hun River kayaking scene is like (clubs, competitions, training, casual 
use, seasonal variations in water level, pollution), 
what different types of kayaking are possible on the river (flatwater, training, slalom), 
what level of skill is required on different sections, 
where are the main access locations for different skiii levels, 
what facilities are provided (parking, toilets), 
where equipment can be hired from, 
who to contact for specific inquiries (clubs, river managers). 



3. Rafting 

This section should describe: 

what the rafting opportunities are like, 
how social rafting trips can be combined with other activities (picnics, barbeques), 
what equipment is required, 
where equipment can be obtained (hire), 
what skills are needed, 
safety requirements, 
details of the different sections most appropriate for rafting trips and the length of time each 
section takes, 
if a race is to be organised, what procedure needs to be taken to obtain permission and why 
this process needs to be followed, 
where advice on rafting can be obtained (organised commercial trips and river managers), 
perhaps, instructions for building rubber tube rafts, 

4. Swimming 

This is the main form of water borne recreation associated with the river. Details should include: 

what makes the river so attractive for swimming, 
what is the level of water quality, 
where all the main swimming holes are located, 
what facilities are provided (toilets, picnic facilities, parking), 
safety reminders, 
advice regarding the issues concerning the creation of artificial swimming holes . 

5. Map 

The river map should detail ail the locations of facilities relevant to water based recreation including: 

main access routes to the river, 
access to specific sites for particular activities, 
swimming holes, 
rafting routes, 
important kayaking areas, 
relevant facility locations (toilets, picnic sites, barbeques, parking). 



Guide 2. River side activities 

This guide should concentrate on the recreation opportunities offered by the river side areas, 
including walking, running, cycling, picnics, mountain biking, horse riding, skate boarding and roller 
skating. 

1. General 

Unlike the water based recreation guide, this section would provide more detail describing the history 
of the river, the significance of the flood control works and the ecological features of the river and the 
river area. 

Similarly to Guide 1, this should also: 

describe in general terms the recreation opportunities the river area offers, 
list contact addresses of the river managers and significant recreation groups, 
raise matters of safety, flooding, litter and consideration for other users, 
describe regional and local transport options and public transport routes to and along the 
river, 
list local creche facilities, 
describe opportunities for people with disabilities. 

2. Walking 

This activity is the most significant for the river area. This will become more important if a river-length 
access route is instated. 

The following should be described: 

what the walking opportunities are like and what makes them so attractive for users, 
what the major walking routes are, where they go, where they start and their length, 
the availability of parking, 
the level of difficulty and time requirements, 

- loop walks and special points of interest, 
which facilities (especially toilets) are spread throughout the river area. 



3. Running 

This activity requires similar information as for walking, but several extra details should be included: 

what makes the river area suitable for running, 
what running circuits exist and what distance is covered, 
what surfaces runners will experience 

4. Cycling 

This activity is likely to increase in significance in popularity in the future, and if a river-length access 
route becomes a reality, will be a heavily patronised recreation and means of transport. 

The guide should describe: 

what the cycling opportunities are and what makes them suitable for cycling, 

cycling routes and the quality of the track surface, 
safety considerations for vehicle and pedestrian traffic. 

5. Picnics 

The information necessary for this section should be largely detailed in the river map on the reverse. 
This will include locations of playgrounds, picnic facilities and park areas. However, it will be 
important to include a brief description of the picnic opportunities within the river area. 

6. Horse riding 

As the activity occasionally impacts upon the river environment in terms of turf damage it will be 
important to detail the most suitable areas for use and the requirements of river managers. Pony 
clubs should also be listed. 

7. Skate boarding and roller skating 

This section should describe: 

the location of all facilities expressly provided for these activities, 
the most suitable areas for casual use, 
the rules and regulations for use of all areas. 



8. Trail biking 

The WRC regulations for this activity need to be outlined and a list of alternative venues within the 
Hutt Valley be described. This should give consideration to the different skill levels of riders. 

9. Map 

The map should provide detailed descriptions of: 

ail walking tracks, 
running routes with distances marked, 
the cycling routes and the quality of the track surface, 
any areas suited to mountain biking, 
all facilities (picnic areas, toilets, parks, barbeques), 
points of interest, 
horse riding areas and pony clubs, 
facilities for skate boarding and roller skating, 
if the map covers a large enough area, trail bike sites. 



(iii) Recreation and Sport 

identify the significant recreation resources and the existing levels of 
use of these resources 

identify potential recreation resources 

identify the recreational users and their activities 

identity any trends in recreation demand that could influence the 
nature and extent of future use 

define the important issues/problem areas in the relationship between 
the recreational users and the existing Flood Control Scheme. 

(iv) Maori Perspective 

consult the tribal groups who have associations with, or a claim to, the 
Hun River and environs and describe the history of the relationships 

identify and describe areas used or important to local Maori 

describe types of use by local tribal groups (historic and current) 

identify and describe culturally significant places (wahi tapu), 
including archaeological sites 

identify issues and impacts that are the result of the existing Flood 
Control Scheme 

identifyareas that are or could be subject to claims under the Treaty 

of Waitangi 

(v) Sociological 

identification of geographic communities and communities of interest 

%+ (eg. ethnic, sectional, occupational or church based networks); 

-*. 



public perception of the issues/problem areas in the relationship 
between the riverscape and the existing Flood Control Scheme 

visual vulnerability of parts of the river landscape 

landscape quality 

visual and open space linkages 

any design constraints/criteria/opportunities that should be 
considered in any changes to the Fiood Control Scheme in order to 
protect or enhance the inherent landscape values. 

(iii) Recreation (including Sport) 

public perceptions of the river as a recreation resource 

public perceptions of the issues/problem areas in the relationship 
between recreation and the existing Flood Control Scheme 

existing or potential impacts of the existing Fiood Control Scheme on 
the recreational opportunities along the river 

existing or potential impacts of recreational activities on the Flood 
Control Scheme or on the river landscape 

any design constraints/criteria/opportunities that should be 
considered in any changes to the Fiood Control Scheme in order to 
protect, enhance or expand recreation resources and values. 

(iv) Maori Values 

values of wahi tapu including archaeological sites 

perceptions of issues/problem areas in the relationship between 
Maori values and the existing Flood Control Scheme 

%,+& describe problem areas and issues 
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