
Lower Ruamahanga River instream flow assessment 

5.1.3 Resource consent monitoring 
. - 

The Ruamahanga River receives consented point-source contaminant 
discharges. The major contaminant discharges are stormwater from the main 
Wairarapa townships, and treated sewage from Rathkeale College, Masterton 
(via Makoura Stream), Carterton (via Mangatarere River5), Greytown (via 
Papawai Stream), Featherston (via Donalds Creek and Lake Wairarapa) and 
Martinborough. Other discharges to the Ruamahanga system are from stock 
water races and activities such as aggregate processing. 

There is one direct discharge of treated municipal sewage to the Lower 
Ruamahanga River, from the Martinborough oxidation ponds, and indirect 
discharges from the Greytown oxidation ponds (via Papawai Stream) and 
Featherston (via Lake Wairarapa). Other discharges of treated sewage occur 
upstream, and therefore may also affect water quality in the Lower 
Ruamahanga River. Monitoring of the treated sewage discharges and effects on 
the receiving environments is undertaken by resource consent holders, although 
until 2003 the monitoring was carried out by Greater Wellington. 

A summary of the estimated contaminant loadings from each of the treated 
municipal sewage discharges and the effects of each discharge on its receiving 
waters was previously reported by Greater Wellington (Watts 2001), and is not 
repeated in this report. However, reference to the water quality results collected 
downstream of the Martinborough treated sewage discharge are included where 
appropriate. 

5.2 Physico-chemical water quality monitoring results 

5.2.1 Spatial patterns and guideline compliance 

The key physico-chemical and microbiological water quality variables included 
in the RSoE monitoring programme and relevant guidelines are outlined in 
Table 6. Most of the guidelines used in this report are the Australian and New 
Zealand Environment and Conservation Council (ANZECC) and Agriculture 
and Resource Management Council of Australia and New Zealand 
(ARMCANZ) (herewith denoted as ANZECC 2000) "default trigger values" 
for aquatic ecosystems. These trigger values are intended to be compared with 
the median value from independent samples at a site. They are not legal 
standards and exceedances do not necessarily mean an adverse environmental 
effect would result. Rather an exceedance is an 'early warning' mechanism to 
alert resource managers of a potential problem or emerging change that may 
warrant site-specific investigation or remedial action (ANZECC 2000). 

s Discharge to the river system does not occur during January. February and March 
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