
5.11.3  Definition of riverbed, with linkages to 2.2.8 Resource management 
Act   
 
Marlborough District Council (Brin Williman). This document is a letter discussing the validity of an 
accretion claim.  
 
 
20 October 2006 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Waihopai River Estate - Waihopai River Subdivision, Accretion, 
River Control 
 
Reference our discussions and meetings earlier this year, my letter of 1 March and your engineers  two 
reports of July 2006 and March 2006 sent directly to Council in mid August. 

There are inter-related matters of mitigating the flood hazard to allow subdivision to receive resource 
consent and the accretion claim. 

These have not been tied together so far. 

Accretion Claim 
Attached are 1:4000 scale aerial photographs of the area in 1947, 1984, 1996 and 2002 and registered so 
that they depict exactly the same areas.  Your proposed accretion claim and river control work plot is also 
included to the same registered scale. 

These historical aerial photographs show that the current legal riverbed boundaries are virtually the active 
riverbed boundaries of 1947. Thus the accretion claim is for land that is claimed to have accreted since 
1947. 

Vegetation has steadily grown since 1947.  However even as recently as 1984 approximately half the 
claimed ‘accretion’ was active riverbed.  The portion of the 1984 active riverbed is highlighted in yellow 
on your plan. 

The concluding statement of your engineer’s accretion report “confirms that the (accretion) land has been 
formed some decades ago” is an optimistic description. 

His report also emphasises lowering of the riverbed due to the effect of the Benhopai dam.  No detailed 
survey is presented by him to back up his statements.  Council has some riverbed survey a few hundred 
metres downstream.  This survey indicates that the riverbed has lowered there some 0.2 metres over the 
last 50 years.  A figure of 0.2 metres is not a significant amount on this steep river. 

I consider that the effect of riverbed lowering on accretion and flood hazard is less than his report infers.  
The lack of recent flood breakout is primarily due to a lack of recent floods in the river over the last eight 
years. 

A large factor in increased bank stability and lack of flood breakout is the growth of willow trees flanking 
the channel.  These have established strongly over the last 30 years following catchment board plantings.  
These trees provide a buffer inhibiting further erosion and stabilising a new bank. 
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I recommend that the accretion claim (and subsequent subdivision) is only acceptable if a 50 metre depth 
of willow trees is established, and the instrument to do this is by a statutory esplanade strip registered on 
the property title of some 50 metre width, and that this strip is maintained predominantly in willows. 

Summary 
The land for which an accretion claim is being made and a subdivision being sought is not as stable as the 
report from the engineer and surveyor may infer. Nevertheless I suggest both can proceed provided a 
statutory 50 metre esplanade strip is established and kept mainly in willow trees; and the proposed river 
control works are carried out and maintained. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

BRIN  WILLIMAN 
RIVERS AND DRAINAGE ENGINEER 
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