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3. WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 
Issues . , 

The Regional Water Board has a statutory duty to manage the water resources of the 
region in a manner which enables the needs of all potential users to be taken into 
account. This involves balancing the conflicting demands of agricultural, indu?"al, 
domestic and recreational water users, electricity production and the requirements for 
maintenance of water-based ecosystems. The major instrument used to achieve such a 
balance is the allocation of rights to use water, subject to conditions which protect the 
interests of other users. 

At present, water allocation decisions are based on knowledge of the current and 
sometimes the likely future demand for water on the relevant stretch of river or part of 
a groundwater resource. In some cases, demand on a whole river is considered. 
However, better protection and allocation of uses can be provided by considering 
demands on the water resource across the whole region. A certain use may be best 
suited to a particular area or river. If priority is given to that use in that area, less 
suitable areas may be left available for other uses. In order to determine which water 
sources are important for particular activities, and whether priorities should be 
accorded to those activities, it is proposed that a regional water use survey be carried 
out. As well as providing regionally-based information for making individual 
allocation decisions, a regional water use survey would identify areas with potentially 
high levels of conflicting demand. Management plans could then be formulated for 
these areas to minimise conflict. 

Another important requirement for making appropriate water allocation decisions is to 
maintain an adequate standard of water quality and flow data collection and analysis. 
Regular evaluation of data collection and monitoring needs would enable the Board to 
concentrate on collecting the information most useful to its water management 
activities. 

Water quality is managed mainly through the water allocation process by means of 
rights to discharge into water or on to land. Any discharge not covered by a water 
right or a general authorisation is illegal and the Board has the power to prosecute 
offenders. Discharges to surface water are often readily apparent. However, 
contamination of ground water may remain hidden for considerable periods of time, 
sometimes until the health of water users is affected. For this reason it is important 
that regular monitoring of ground water quality is carried out, particularly where the 
risk of contamination is high eg. near refuse disposal sites, industrial sites and areas 
with intensive agricultural use. Care must be taken in siting refuse disposal 
operations, especially if hazardous wastes are involved, so that the risk of 
contamination is minimised. 

Rights may be allocated to use water for abstractive purposes, for discharge of wastes 
or to divert, dam or drain water. Any of these uses may affect instream uses of 
waterbodies such as ecosystem maintenance and recreation. River works such as 
channelisation and establishment or clearing of vegetation can also have harmful 
effects. The Board's knowledge of requirements for instream uses is limited. 
Therefore it is important that, when making water allocation decisions and when 
planning works, the Board should liaise with groups concerned with ecosystem 
maintenance and recreation to determine what their requirements are and how they can 
be accommodated. 

An activity with the potential for large impacts on water-based ecosystems is drainage 
of wetland areas. In the past, land drainage was seen by the government as an 
important factor in agricultural development and as such was promoted and was 
eligible for grant assistance. However, increasing knowledge of the sensitivity of 
wetland systems and public alarm about the decline in wetland areas has prompted the 
government to change this policy. In the last five years a number of government 
agencies including the National Water and Soil Conservation Authority have adopted 
wetland protection policies. The Authority's policy was to encourage and assist 
catchment authorities to protect sigmficant wetlands from land development which 
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could threaten their viability. Grant assistance for land drainage and drain 
maintenance has been removed in all but a few specific cases (community drainage 
schemes in Westland). 

These policy changes imply that where conflict exists between land drainage and 
wetland protection, wetland protection has a greater importance. The Board's ijolicies 
wiU reflect this. 

The consideration of Maori cultural values in making water management decisions has 
often been given little importance in the past. With increasing recognition of the 
implications of the Treaty of Waitangi for resource management, this needs to be 
addressed. The major issue likely to arise in this regard is the discharge of animal and 
human waste into surface waters. 
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