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14.0 WHO VALUES THE WAIPOUA RIVER ? 

As noted previously, rivers provide enjoyment, financial security, spiritual fulfilme~lt and habitat for a 

range of individuals and species. Attempting to balance environmental needs which suits everyone's 

interests, is no snlall task! 

Prior to developing minimum flows and allocation levels, the Regional Council talked to resource users 

to detemune what values are important for various individuals and organisations. This consultation was 

undertaken in 1996, with a range of interest groups, consent holders and landowners adjoining the 

Waipoua River. Following the development of the draft plan, further consultation was undertaken with 

various individuals and organisations. Minor changes were made to the plan following this consultation 

phase, however the key parts of the plan (minimum flows and allocation levels) were not altered. (More 

detail of the consultation process and its outcomes can be viewed in Part 2B of this plan). 

From initial consultation, it was clear that the river is valued for a variety of reasons. These "values" 

have been broadly categorised into four resource user groups; instream habitat, spirituaYcultural, 

recreational and economic. In general terms, the first three value groups are instream values which 

require water in its natural state, while the fourth value group (economic) relies on taking, damming or 

diverting the water resource for economic advantage. 

4.1 lnstream Habitat Values 

The instream habitat of a river refers to the physical elements of habitat required to sustain instream 

aquatic ecosystems. These physical elements include such things as water quality, depth, velocity, 

substrate and cover. All these factors need to be considered when determining the "life supporting 

capacity" or ability of a river to support species. 

Flow becomes an essential "ingredient" when determining the ability of rivers to sustain life. Flow is 

required to ensure there is adequate habitat, space and food for the species in the river and also ensures 

acceptable water quality. Additionally, flows are required to dilute and disperse pollutants which may 

affect the ability of species to reside ill rivers. 

4.2 SpirituallCultural Values 
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Iwi have customary and traditional values associated with water, from ceremonial use through to 

ecosystem support for species (ME, 1997). These values are present in the whole waterbody i.e. from 

source to sea. In addition, waterbodies are always viewed holistically i.e. the water itself cannot be 
- 

distinguished from the surrounding land and catchment. 

Iwi have a guardiansllip role (kaitiakitanga) over water and have responsibility to sustain the spiritual 

and physical integrity of the relationship with its people. . 

4.3 Recreational Values 

The Waipoua River is used by recreational users from the remote reaches in Tarama Forest Park to its 

lower reaches in populated urban areas. In particular, the river is used for fishing, walking/picnicing, 

swimming, tramping and hunting. Amenity values are important for recreational users. The Queen 

Elizabeth park lake is also a recognised out of stream recreational asset that is sustained with water taken 

from the Waipoua River. 

4.4 Economic Values 

Economic users rely on water to sustain their businesses and livelihood. A resource consent to take, dam 

and divert water from the Waipoua River will have an economic benefit for a particular properly. This is 

especially the case for abstractions from the river for irrigation. All landowners adjoining the Waipoua 

River have the right to take water for reasonable needs of domestic use, firefighting and animal drinking 

water, without the requirement for a resource consent. 

In addition, some individuals or organisations discharge contaminants into the Waipoua River. These 

users have permits, which restrict the manner and rate at which they can discharge. 
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