
Rivers attract this form of use because they provide a relaxing setting, tend to be relatively 
quiet areas and usually have high scenic qualities. Although many areas of the Hutt River are 
not of high scenic quality, the area is accessible to a large number of people and driving 
access is good. The activity of eating takeaway food near or in the car by the riverside in the 
evening is, for many, an important recreation. 

These passive activities will often be undertaken in conjunction with more active recreations, 
including swimming and waiking. Members of trout fishing groups are often seen waiting in the 
car or sitting by the river. 

Resource requirements include: 

waiking access to the river side, 
some vehicle access to the river berm, 
high landscape quality, 
in many cases, visual seclusion from developments, 
facility provision in selected areas (toilets, rubbish bins, picnic areas and picnic 
facilities, including tables, seats and some barbeque sites). 
a balance to the above in terms of some areas with no facility provision and a bias 
placed upon seclusion and quietness. 

With regard to the provision of highly visible picnicfacilities, the park areas currently in 
existence should provide sufficient locations for development. Extra consideration for facility 
provision needs to be given to launching areas for kayaks, rafts and boats and for some 
swimming locations. Facility provision needs to be accompanied by a standard sign system. 

Several areas are deserving of particular attention with regard to facility provision. These 
include: 

Hikoikoi Reserve 
Akatarawa Bridge 
Moonshine Park 
Silverstream Rail Bridge 

Should the shingle works at the river mouth ever become available for development, it would 
make an ideal location for a reserve and the location of picnic facilities. 

4.5 Boating 

This activity includes kayaking, power boating, rowing, boating and rafting. 
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The Hun River is not a high quality rafting river by national standards, but by virtue of its 
satisfactory water levels and proximity to the Hutt population, it is a highly suitable medium for 
social rafting. Some commercial rafting takes place on the river and it is also used by schools 
and outdoor training groups as an element of outdoor education programmes. 

Raft races and regattas are organised by a range of community organisations and, with the 
WRC's permission, use short reaches of the river between Birchvilie and the river mouth. The 
river area used is largely the organiser's choice, although the WRC will direct users away from 
unsuitable sites (see Figure 7 for areas of most use). November and March are the most 
popular months. 

User groups include Scouts, social clubs (including the Hutt Hospital and several private firms), 
the Salvation Army, Lions Clubs and local schools. Up to 10 groups use the river regularly on a 
yearly basis. Most groups return to the same location each year and this often relates to where 
the groups originate. For example, the Hutt Hospital uses a section near its grounds. 

Race organisers must apply to the WRC for permission to use the river, to confirm the 
suitability of entry and exit points and to ensure that there is no conflict between events. 
Applications are usually successful and the Council reminds users of four conditions of use: 

(a) That participants do not damage any plantings or new growth at entry and exit points. 

(b) The river and river area must be left free from litter and raft debris 

(c) The user group must accept responsibility for any damage or accident that may occur. 

(d) Any conventional boat associated with the event must not exceed 5 knots, except in 

an emergency. 

Resource requirements include: 

water (preferably moving) and a minimum of gravel beaches, 
suitable entry and exit points, 
picnic and toilet facilities, 
variety in the river landscape. 



A co-ordinated recreational rafting plan wouid enhance the rafting quality of the river. This 
would involve the provision of information detailing a number of rafting opportunities, including 
the most suitable entry and exit points (from both the rafters' and Council's point of view), the 
type of rafting which will be encountered between these points and the Council's terms and 
conditions for use and access. By linking the entry and exit points with picnic facilities, the 
rafting experience is likely to be more enjoyable for the participants and create fewer 
maintenance problems for the Council (see section 6.2). 

4.5.2 Kavakinq 

As with other water based river activities, the Hutt River attracts most users because it is highly 
accessible, rather than an ideal boating venue. The river from Te Marua to the river mouth is 
used for kayaking competitions, training and more passive recreational paddling, with certain 
stretches more suitable than others (see Figure 8). During summer, the upper reaches of the 
river can have insufficient water for kayaking. 

Forms of kayaking include slalom (using faster flowing sections), medium to long distance 
(competitive and recreational, using a range of water conditions) and fiat water canoeists 

' (competitive sprint races, training and low skill recreational). 

Resource reauirements include: 

navigable water through a range of water conditions, 
no gravel beaches (as created by crossblading), 
high water quality, 
the use of some facilities (toilets, rubbish bins), 
easy access to the river, including parking areas, 
the removal of unnecessary solid artificial projections into the river. 

The latter requirement is a major concern for river users. A number of artificiai hazards have 
been introduced into the river area as a result of flood control or in the form of bridge pylons. 
Trees, logs or piles of rubbish become piled against bridge supports and create the possibility 
of kayakers and other river users becoming pinned by an obstruction and consequently 
drowned. Several steel pipes and rods have also been driven into the river bed and pose a 

similar problem. Some river users are convinced that a death will eventually occur as a result of 
these hazards. The Council is encouraged to examine this issue. 

Kayaking club members have discussed the need for the installation of a slalom course which 
wouid be suitable for competition and training. No formal plans have been presented, but the 
optiog is worth consideration. 
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4.5.3 Power Boating 

A 5 knot speed restriction exists for the entire river. This speed restriction is lifted for certain 
stretches from time to time to allow jet boat races and the display and racing of miniature 
model power boats. 

The miniature model power boats use the section of the river between Ewen Bridge and the 
Ava Rail Bridge. No modification of the river is required. A request is made to organisers by the 
WRC that spectators on the bridges must not disrupt traffic. 

Jet boat sprints, using the river area south of the Kennedy Good Bridge, are held on an annual 
basis. The New Zeaiand International Jet Boat Marathon involves sprints over an artificial 
slalom style course which is excavated from the gravel river beaches. River works have 
included the pruning of river side willows to allow viewing by spectators. A shallow gravel weir 
is also developed to create the required depth in the lower section of the course where the 
sprints begin. All river works are required to be returned to their original condition within five 

days of the event. 

Concerns have been voiced by the Acclimatisation Society regarding the effect these gravel 
works have overfishing conditions. Objections have also been raised by members of the 
public concerning the noise and disturbance. 

Resource requirements include: 

water of sufficient depth, 
the ability to excavate a slalom course through the river gravel and to establish a small 
weir approximately 1 km below the Kennedy Good Bridge, 
access to the river berm for spectators, 
launching point for jet boats. 

A variety of launches and yachts are moored within the river mouth and are accessed by the 
slipway at the marina on the true right bank below the Hun Estuary Bridge. Formal boat 
launching facilities exist at the marina and at Siadden Park and the river can be accessed for 
informal launching at a range of sites. 

Resource requirements include: 

- &.& 
water of sufficient depth (2 metres t), 
continued access to facilities. 



Limited rowing takes place on the river and is concentrated below Ewen Bridge. Users include 
the Sea Scouts, boat owners whose vessels are moored in the river, fishers (especially those 
using nets), casual recreationists and athletes training. 

4.6 Fishing 

Two forms of fishing take place on the Hutt River: trout and salt water. Limited net fishing and 
whitebaiting also occur. 

4.6.1 Salt water fishing 

This takes place on and below the Huti Estuary Bridge. The catch is predominantly kahawai, 
Weekday fishers are regulars and mostly fish from the down stream side of the bridge using the 
concrete stanchions on the pedestrian section to anchor their iines. There is some competition 
for space and positions are secured on a first come basis. Most anglers take up several 
stanchions each. 

Lines usually have floats which trail in the outgoing river and cause some concern to other river 
users who risk entanglement. Bridge anglers only use hand lines. 

Bridge fishing appears to be undertaken as means of catching food rather than purely for 
recreation, although there is clearly a strong recreational component. Some fishers will remain 
on the bridge fishing through the night. This is a small, but very dedicated group of people. 

Anglers also cast iines into the river from the left bank below the bridge. 

Resource requirements include: 

fish, 
opportunities to anchor lines from bridge, 
little river traffic, 
room on the bridge pedestrian route. 



Guide I: Water based recreation 

This guide should describe the opportunities for recreation on and in the river. The main 
activities are swimming, kayaking and rafting. 

Guide I needs to include five main sections. 

1. General 

This section should: 

- introduce users to the river and briefly describe its character and the recreation 

opportunities available for water based activities, 
raise matters of safety, flooding, litter and consideration for other users, 
list contact addresses of the river managers and significant recreation groups, 
describe regional and local transport options and public transport routes to and along 
the river, 
list local creche facilities, 
describe opportunities for people with disabilities. 

2. Kayaking 

Several points need to be detailed: 

what the general Hutt River kayaking scene is like (clubs, competitions, training, casual 
use, seasonal variations in water level, pollution), 
what different types of kayaking are possible on the river (flatwater, training, slalom), 
what level of skill is required on different sections, 
where are the main access locations for different skill levels, 
what facilities are provided (parking, toilets), 

where equipment can be hired from, 
who to contact for specific inquiries (clubs, river managers). 



3. Rafting 

This section shouid describe: 

- what the rafting opportunities are like, 
how social rafting trips can be combined with other activities (picnics, barbeques), 
what equipment is required, 
where equipment can be obtained (hire), 
what skills are needed, 
safety requirements. 
details of the different sections most appropriate for rafting trips and the length of time each 
section takes, 

if a race is to be organised, what procedure needs to be taken to obtain permission and why 
this process needs to be followed, 
where advice on rafting can be obtained (organised commercial trips and river managers), 
perhaps, instructions for building rubber tube rafts, 

4. Swimming 

This is the main form of water borne recreation associated with the river. Details should include: 

what makes the river so attractive for swimming, 

what is the level of water quality, 
where all the main swimming holes are located. 
what facilities are provided (toilets, picnic facilities, parking), 
safety reminders, 
advice regarding the issues concerning the creation of artificial swimming holes. 

5. Map 

The river map should detail all the locations of facilities relevant to water based recreation including: 

- main access routes to the river, 
access to specific sites for particular activities, 
swimming holes, 
rafting routes, 
important kayaking areas, 
relevant facility locations (toilets, picnic sites, barbeques, parking). 
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