
5.2 Access 

Virtually ail forms of river use rely upon ready access to eitherthe river berm or the water's 
edge. Many users require access at a high number of points and are not satisfied by the 
existing access facilities. One major concern, voiced fairly often by those interviewed, is that 
the felling of willows creates an impenetrable mat of vegetation. Although this is clearly the 
intent of willow felling as a means of bank protection, it impinges upon some pursuits. 

The high variability in quality of the tracks and paths along the river side causes problems for 
users who have a physical disability or who expect to be able to follow the stop banksor the 
river side for some distance using only one form of transport. Pedestrians often use cycleways 
and risk entering a flow of cyclists because the cycieways often have excellent vantage points. 
Conversely, when the cycle tracks end, cyclists have difficulty using most of the lower quality 
walking tracks and are forced onto the road. Each situation causes conflict among the different 
users and between users and the resource, ultimately creating a lower quality recreational 
experience. Observers have recorded cyclists who are on the cycleways being verbally abused 
by pedestrians who do not realise the path is a cycleway. 

5.3 Boundaries of Managerial Responsibility 

As the river area is managed by three councils (WRC, Upper Hutt City Council and Lower Hutt 
City Council) it is necessary to develop a management statement which clearly outlines areas 
of responsibility for the control, development and maintenance of river land. At present there is 
some confusion over the management responsibilities over leased land (for example, Bridge 
Park, Maoribank, McLeod Park). An effective statement would allow greater efficiency for all 
maintenance and development projects. 

5.4 Trail Biking 

Trail biking is clearly an activity which affects other river users, nearby residents and river 

managers. It is an activity which can be better catered for outside the river area and should 
continue to be actively discouraged with trail bikers being directed to more suitable areas. As 
the WRC is currently formalising a trail bike recreation plan, this problem should ease in the 
future. 

5.5 Vandalism 

Several respondents reported that the actions of 'high spirited youths' cause damage to the 

recreation facilities (a measurable impact) and make many users unwilling to pass through 
some h w s  (an unmeasurable impact). This is often associated with areas of low visual quality: 
the area adjacent to Taita Drive, for example. Problems are largely caused by ease of vehicle 
access to grassed areas although a variety of facilities bear scars. 


