
Given the close proximity to major population 
centres, the Hutt River is a unique resource of 
tremendous value to the local community. Over 
one million visits are made to the Hutt River 
every year, which is greater than the total 
number of visitors to any of the Region's 
regional parks. The Hutt River and its corridor 
are well used for recreational purposes; for 
example, some 8,000 angling visits are made 
to the River every year, making it one of the 
most heavily fished rivers in the southern part 
of the North Island. Anglers, swimmers, 
canoeists and rafters regularly use the upper 
reaches of the river. The middle reaches, 
between Maoribank and Lower Hutt, are 
particularly popular with anglers, canoeists, 
walkers and picnickers. The Hutt River Trail 
runs from Birchville in the upper catchment 
down to the river mouth and is a popular walk. 

The Hutt Valley rotary clubs are involved in 
monitoring the trail. There are also several 

commercial operators taking rafting trips 
down the Hutt River starting from Kaitoke. 

r 

Several activities are contentious within 
the community, particularly those 
associated with cars, motorbikes, dogs 
and horses. While these are legitimate 
recreational activities, they do provoke a 
certain amount of debate. A strong 
desire was expressed by many for 
motorised vehicles to be controlled in 
submissions to this Strategy. Others felt 
strongly that horses and dogs should be 
controlled. 

There are lots of opportunities for 
improvement in areas that are 
unattractive or where access is difficult. 
Opportunities for the river to be promoted 
better, and to resolve conflicts between 
users exist. 

Did you know that.. . 

We want to improve and extend passive recreational facilities. 
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4.5.2 What we need t o  do 

Develop a unified, consistent signage 
system. 

Signs have a variety of functions including 
identification of places and routes, provision of 
information on public safety and uses, and 
interpretation giving information about an 
interesting place or area. At present, there are 
numerous signs giving directions and 
restricting certain uses of the river berms. 
These include WRC, UHCC and HCC signs 
and Hutt River Trail markers. Many signs have 
been vandalised, or are old and need 
replacing. Having different signs can also be 
confusing. 

There is an opportunity to remedy this situation 
by developing a unified signage system 
throughout the Linear park that can be 
gradually implemented, as existing signs are 
replaced. The signage system should look into 
the most effective way of conveying 
information, for instance, through the use of 
pictograms. 

Produce recreation guides that show 
where facilities are, what opportunities 
exist, hazard information, and the 
contact details of relevant interest 
groups. 

While there is room to improve the recreational 
value of the Hutt River and its margins, we 
could also promote the river more. By letting 
people know what facilities already exist and 
where various activities can take place and 
who to contact, more people will discover what 
the Hutt River has to offer. Some ideas as to 
what information could be included in 
recreational guides are given in Section 14. 

Allow for commercially operated 
recreational activities at appropriate 
locations - for instance, horse riding, 
kayaking, and rafting. 

Commercial rafting and kayaking ventures 
have operated on the Hutt River, particularly in 
the upper reaches, for some time. 

Commercial ventures should be limited t 
the provision of recreational activities 
aligned with the visio 
Commercial activitie 
the river or its margins, do not cause 
severe conflict with the recreational use 
of the Linear Park, or unacceptably 
disturb the local residents should be 
allowed. All relevant council policies 
relating to commercial operaions on 
council land must be complied with prior 
to any concessions being granted. 

* Upgrade and extend tracks to 
provide pedestrian access from 
Seaview Marina to Kaitoke 
Regional Park. 

This would give uninterrupted access for 
nearly the entire length of the Hutt River. 

Improve pedestrian access 
across and to bridges. 

The majority of the Hutt River Trail i 
suitable for pedestrian access, but t 
are stretches that could be improv 
The trail could be upgraded to an a 
weather surface to provide for a va 
users, along most of its length. 

Access could also be improved WI 

linkages to other tracks such as t 
Cannon Point Walkway. A netwo 
the valley for local communities 
established by extending the trai 
Kaitoke Regional Park and do 
Seaview Marina. In some cases 
the Hutt River Trail with other tra 
access ways will require ' 
access across the State 

Access to and across bridges 
be significantly improved. A 
upgraded or replaced, pede 
along both sides of the brid 
beneath the bridge and acc 
bridge from the berms sh 
provided. 

Control access and provide 
information on specific use 
restrictions and allowed uses. 

There are conflicts between different 
recreational users. Motorbikes and cars in 
particular cause annoyance to those who wish 
to enjoy the peace and quiet of the river and its 
margins. Motorised vehicles do not sit well 
with the vision of the Linear Park and can 
cause damage to the river berms but we do 
recognise vehicles as a legitimate recreational 
use. 

For this reason, vehicles are to be confined to 
specified formed tracks. The overview plans 
show which parts of the Linear Park 
motorbikes and cars are allowed, and which 
areas they are not. Bollards, fencing and 
gates are needed to limit or restrict motorised 
vehicle access. Signs and leaflets indicating 
restrictions in specific areas and a ranger to 
control restricted activities are essential, if the 
overall vision of the Linear Park is to be 
achieved. 

Barriers restricting motorbikes from an area 
are also likely to restrict access to horses and 
possibly cyclists. Ways of maintaining access 
for horses, cyclists and pushchairs while 
restricting motorbikes should be investigated 
and used wherever possible. 

Activities associated with dogs and, to a lesser 
extent, horses may also be in conflict with 
other users. Within all parks and reserves of 
the Upper Hutt area, dogs may be exercised 
under the control of their owners, provided that 
the dogs do not cause a nuisance or annoy 
other users of those areas. Exceptions to this 
rule are at all playgrounds and sports fields at 
any time and when UHCC approved activities 
are in progress. Within the Lower Hutt area, 
but not including children's playgrounds and 
sports fields, dogs are allowed on a lead for 
the entire length of the Hutt River. Dogs are 
allowed to run free in dog exercise areas along 
the eastern bank from Stokes Valley to Strand 
Park, and along the western bank from 
Benmore Crescent to Belmont Domain. Other 
dog exercise areas can be found in the areas 
from Kennedy Good Bridge south to Melling 
Bridge and from Melling Bridge south to Ava 
Park. "*. 
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Dogs are also allowed in the following 
parks: Fraser, Avalon, Memorial, Sladden 
and Ava. Dog poo bins are proving to be 
very effective in reducing conflicts with 
other users and should be provided and 
regularly emptied at strategic sites. 

? 

Horses can cause significant damage to 
the river berms and stopbanks.. For this 
reason, horse riders are asked to ride 
only on the formed tracks. While this 
limits where horses are allowed access to 
at present, with the long-term vision of 
upgrading and extending tracks, access 
for horses to the Linear Park should be 
improved in the future. 

Provide adequate car parking at 
key locations. 

Because the river is so popular and 
people need to get to it, any restriction of 
vehicle access means that car parking at 
key locations is essential. Locations 
where car parks may be required are also 
identified on the overview plans. Car 
parks should be open so that cars remain 
visible to deter vandalism. 

Create and maintain access to the 
river. 

Maintenance and enhancement of access 
to and along rivers is considered to be a 
matter of national importance in the 
Resource Management Act. 

The majority of the river corridor of the 
Hutt River is already in public ownership 
but there are areas, particularly in the 
upper reaches, where private land 
borders the river. Ideally, all the land 
bordering the river would be publicly 
owned. This would guarantee access to 
and along the Hutt River, and allow for 
development and enhancement of the 
river margins for the entire length of the 
Linear Park. 
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Bring the Linear Park into public Employ a river ran '7 .- 
ownership, or formalise access across first point of contact 
private la'nd. 

Public ownership of the Linear Park could be 
achieved using several options such as land 
purchase or swaps, reserve contribution, 
access strips and vesting. In cases where it is 
unlikely that a public agency can acquire land, 
and where this is critical for public access, 
formal agreements between the landowner and 
either WRC, UHCC or HCC should be drawn 
up. Formal agreements or easements will 
allow for access without requiring the land to 
be bought. Although this is not ideal, it will 
certainly help maintain and enhance public 
access to the river. 

Dense willow plantings restrict access to the 
river. Ways of opening up pedestrian access 
down to beaches through the willows could 
include using short lengths of rock lining rather 
than willows to protect the bank edges, 
providing steps down to the water's edge, and 
keeping open sight lines used for cross-section 
survevs. 

In other locations, landuses discourage people 
from using legal access routes. For example, 
where golf clubs or private gardens have 
encroached onto public land and restricted 
public access. Where public access is 
allowed, signs and leaflets should advertise 
this. Where access is restricted, formal 
agreements should be investigated. 

A review of all restrictions to public access and 
a subsequent plan with a programme for 
mitigating any restrictions is required. Some of 
these restrictions are marked on the overview 
plans contained within this Strategy. 

river corrido; zone need to be 
designed and sited, and requir 
maintenance, particularly afte 
event. Structures and changes 
structures must be sited and d 
correctly. Incorrectly sited stru 
cause further erosion or floodi 
riverbed or floodplain, inc 
of damages experienced 
Unless a clear argument can 
otherwise, structures within t 
corridor zone of the Linear Park 
be limited to toilet facilities and e 
structures only. 

4.6 Tanga ta  Whenua a n d  Community 

Kaitiakitanga is an essential part of the 
relationship of tangata whenua with their land. 
The nature and form of kaitiakitanga is 
determined by tangata whenua and can 
change from area to area. Central to 
kaitiakitanga is the understanding that 
successive generations have a responsibility to 
protect and nurture the mauri of their natural 
environment. 

In some areas the local communities have a 
strong connection with the Hutt River, with 
good access, views of the river and berms, and 

a sense of ownership. In these places, 
many of the local residents voluntarily 
monitor inappropriate uses, littering and 
vandalism. In other areas, roads a ~ d  
stopbanks physically and visually limit 
that affiliation. In an area already 
neglected, there is more likely to be a 
problem with vandalism and littering. 
Experience has shown that where the 
local community is actively involved in 
specific enhancement projects and 
management, problems of littering and 
vandalism are reduced. 

4.6.1 What we want to do 

4.6.2 What we need to do 

Establish a mechanism for ongoing 
tangata whenua and community 
participation in the management of fhe 
Linear Park. 

A mechanism for tangata whenua and the 
community to be intimately involved with 
decision-making, reviews and implementation 
of the Environmental Strategy should be set in 
place. This should be by having 
representatives on a committee or working 
group that is charged with the management of 
the Linear Park and implementation of the 
Environmental Strategy. The relevance of a 
charitable trust, and the additional 
empowerment and other advantages it may 
provide, warrants further investigation. 
Possible models for consideration include the 
management frameworks established for 
Karori Wildlife Sanctuary and Matiu Island. 

We also need an over-arching management 
commqee comprising officers and councillors 
from UHCC, HCC and WRC and iwi 
representatives to investigate options for such 
a mechanism and to establish the preferred 
management framework. The management 
commiftee will then take overall responsibility, 
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with the communityltangata whenua 
group being responsible for supporting 
and assisting with the implementation of 
the Environmental Strategy. 

Ensuring the relationship of tangata 
whenua with the river is taken into 
account is also identified in the Regional 
Freshwater Plan and the Regional Policy 
Statement. The Hutt River Floodplain 
Manaaement Plan will also address the 
relationship between tangata whenua and 
the river. 

Establish community links to the 
River Margins. 

In several places along the river, the 
State Highway or stopbanks separates 
the local community from the river, for 
example, at Taita. To encourage a sense 
of "ownership", the river and its margins 
need to be better connected to the 
adjacent local communities. 

This could -include involving the 
community in tree planting, rubbish 
clearance, establishing marker-poles 



(such as at Hikoikoi), monitoring activities on 
the river, as well as improving access over the 
physical obstacles. 

Encourage the use of the river and its 
margins for community festivals and 
events that are of recreational or 
community value. 

Festivals and events such as the Hutt River 
Festival and the establishment of the Kiwi Walk 
provide valuable opportunities to increase the 
sense of "ownership" and involvement by local 
communities. 

There are several groups such as Hutt 2000, 
Upper Hutt Promotions, and various 
community groups such as Rotary and Probus 
Clubs that are already involved in promotional 

projects and changed practices will brinc 
valued improvements to the local 
environment. 

With support, people may find they gain 
new skills and knowledge, whLch can be 
applied to other aspects of their lives. 
The relationship between poor 
environmental quality and poor health is 
well documented. There are obvious 
benefits from being involved in outside 
projects, many of which require some 
physical activity. Health benefits flow 
from enhanced environmental quality a: 
the recreational experiences in cleaner 
rivers are improved as a result of better 
environmental practices.' 

WRC has an educationlcommunication 
activities involving the Hutt River. Supporting strategy aimed at raising community 
festivals. events. and commercial activities that awareness about the environment, 
fit in with the  inea ear Park vision, will also 
attract more people to the river. 

Provided they do not damage the river or its 
margins, severely conflict with the recreational 
use of the Linear Park or cause unacceptable 
disturbance to local residents, such events 
should be encouraged. Prior approval for such 
events from the river ranger or relevant 
managers from WRC, UHCC or HCC, as 
appropriate, must be given. - Investigate opportunities for using the 

Linear Park in education initiatives. 

Education is critical if we want to have a better 
environment through an environmentally 
responsible community. Educating people 
may reduce many of the problems currently 
experienced such as littering, vandalism and 
pollution in the Hutt River environment. 

By acquiring knowledge and skills, a 
community will have an increased ability to 
determin;the state of its local environment. 
Experience shows that community involvement 

*,qqalso brings community cohesion and 
sometimes has quite unexpected social 
benefits. Pride in the local environment is an 
obvious spin-off from projects where people 
are actively involved and where they can see 

%%or understand the results. Undoubtedly 
community involvement in environmental 

identifying the benefits of good 
environmental practice and providing 
people with the tools to change their 
behaviour. One of the key areas 
identified for targeting the education 
initiative is water quality. The Hutt Vall 
is suggested as a suitable area for a c; 
group, an education trail and for 
establishing links with small to medium 
businesses in the WaiwhetuISeaview 
area. 

Close liaison with the Environment 
Division will mean that the environmer 
education policy and this Environment 
Strategy can be achieved through 
community participation. 

8 WRC (June 1999) A Better Environment: 
EducationlCommunicat~on Strategy 
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