
4. Recognising and providing for matters 
impottant to Maori 
Maori have strong cultural, traditional and historic links with wetlands'md 
inland waterways. These resources provide habitat and spawning grounds for 
indigenous plants, bird and fish life, building and weaving materials such as 
raupo and flax, and medicines and dyes used for seasoning timber and restoring 
precious artefacts. They are also a traditional source of foods such as eels, 
whitebait and watercress. Protecting the integrity of valued freshwater 
resources remains an important aspect of the responsibilities of Maori who are 
identified as the kaitiaki (guardians).16 

Some of the ways a water body and its riparian area may be especially valued 
by Maori are: 

the role of the waterway in tribal creation stories 
the proximity of important waahi tapu, waahi taonga, settlement or other 
historical sites to the waterway or the riparian areas beside the waterway 
the use of the waterway as an access route or transport course 
its value as a source of mahinga kai and other cultural materials 
the continued capacity for future generations to access, use and protect 
the resources of the waterway and riparian areas. 

In discussions with Iwi of the Wellington Region for the preparation of this 
Strategy, everyone made the comment that all streams should be assessed case 
by case. That is, Iwi were unwilling to select any particular stream or 
catchment and prefened that Iwi views should be sought project by project. In 
general, Iwi supported riparian management that would take into account food 
access, mahinga kai, and that education needs to go hand in hand with habitat 
enhancement. 

Iwi need to he involved to identify those places that need attention so that they 
can maintain or support mauri. Since each river's mauri is different, it is likely 
the way of restoring the river ecosystem should also vary. Only the tangata 
whenua, as kaitiaki, know how the waterways have been valued and used by 
Maori. Iwi involvement in projects will be sought and encouraged wherever 
possible. 

$8 lnfarmaiion in this sechbn draws heavily on Managing Waterways on Farms: a guide to sustainable waterand riparian management in NralNew 
Zealand. Wellington, NZ. (2000). Ministry forthe Environment, and has been w n f i d  in discussions vith lwi in the Wellington Regian during 
cansultation an lhe Shalegy. 
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8. Where to begin: high priority rivers that 
would benefit most 

?" " * 
8.1 Improving the instream environment 

To identify the rivers that would benefit most from streamside retirement and 
planting, we are using Geographic Information System (GIs) modelling. The 
process we are using to do this is described in a separate report.23 

Our initial modelling showed that there is more than 7,700 km of streams in the 
Region where riparian management should provide some benefit to water 
quality and aquatic habitat. The stream sections were identified according to 
whether the soils are vulnerable to erosion, and whether the surrounding land 
uses would contribute to overland runoff, stream bank damage and cause 
adverse effects on water quality. Fourth order streams and larger were excluded 
because these are generally too wide to benefit from riparian management, and 
sometimes have flood control issues as 

Greater Wellington cannot financially support the rehabilitation of all of these 
streams and so we will give highest priority to stretches of streams where 
streamside conditions are threatening otherwise healthy aquatic ecosystems. 
Restoration of these streams with appropriate species will not only achieve 
significant benefit to the stream's aquatic habitat, it will bolster biodiversity in 
the stream catchment and surrounding area. 

The criteria we are using to identify high priority streams from those that we 
know would benefit are: 

The stream already has a reasonable amount of high quality aquatic 
habitat that can be extended and improved by riparian management. 

Riparian management will be effective at rehabilitating any degraded 
aquatic habitat in the stream catchment. 

The stream will be able to be a functioning ecosystem for the aquatic life 
that would naturally live there (for example, there are no major barriers 
to fish passage). - The stream could provide ecological links and comdors once it is 
rehabilitated because of the relatively short distance to the sea or Lake 
Wairarapa. 

The selected stream catchments are representative of the range of stream 
types in the Region. 

8.2 Providing spiritual or cultural value to Maori, and improving 
amenity 

Iwi expressed the view during preparation of the Strategy that providing 
spiritual or cultural value to Maori is a matter to be taken into account on a 

n Greater We1 nglon Reg onal Counc11(2003) Seleclmg hlgh pnomy streams lor npanan management In press 
2'Stseam order a detem nw by Ule nLmwrof Is lnoLtanes F d order slreams have no lno.lanes, second order sneams have only first omer 
ho.lanes. 111 rd oder streams nave at least one second order tnoutxy. and so on 
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stream by stream basis. Once the high value streams are identified we will 
work with Iwi to determine how to provide spiritual or cultural value to Maori 
from the stream rehabilitation. 

Providing or improving amenity and recreational opportunities will work best 
on areas with high visibility and accessibility to the public, or streams that will 
lead to the enhancement of water quality in those areas. The potential for 
riparian management to improve amenity and will be assessed on a case by 
case basis. Ways to bring about these benefits can be incorporated into each 
project, as appropriate. 
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